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Serie V Especial is a complex blend of Nicaraguan 
long filler tobaccos. Blended with specially 
fermented Jalapa Valley ligero, and finished with a 
Habano Sun Grown Wrapper. 


Blending Notes: ‘Uhis cigar is blended to deliver full 
body taste while maintaining an unparalleled 
smoothness. 


Oat IE \Veyuall ine) (oelemerdetleicmecyrels)(o anrele-leeem \yienl 
rich coffee and dark chocolate tones. 





For more information, visit us at 
www.olivacigar.com 
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CIGAR HIGHLIGHTS 
EDITORS’ NOTE 


OUT OF THE HUMIDOR 


THE GOOD LIFE GUIDE 

CIGARS A case big enough for all your gear. 

STYLE A guide to shoes in a time of short pants. 
ELECTRONICS Hasselblad: the modern camera with dignity. 
TIME Watches that have great peripheral visions. 

WHEELS The latest Dodge Ram explores new territory. 
SPORT Keep golfing even when the heavy stuff comes down. 


DRINK Big Easy cocktails aren’t just for Mardi Gras. 


COLLECTING Great globes put the whole world in your hands. 


features 


THE RETURN OF THE SOPRANOS 

Twenty years after TV’s first family of organized crime 
muscled its way onto the small screen, the Sopranos are 
returning. We look back at the groundbreaking series while 
looking forward to a feature-length film that puts young 


Michael Gandolfini in the role made famous by his late father. 


DESERT FLOWERS 

Your guide to golfing in Scottsdale, Arizona. Great 
weather, easy access and luxury accommodations 
make it an easy target for golf getaways. And like the 
saguaro cacti that grow there, these courses have 
layouts that could only exist on the Sonoran Desert. 





ON THE COVER 

Twenty years after the debut 
of “The Sopranos,” we look 
forward to a new Story. 
photographed exclusively for 
CIGAR AFICIONADO InN 2001 by 
Michael O'Neill 
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IT’S JAPANESE WHISKY TIME 

A parade of interesting choices and a Whisky 
of the Year award make this the perfect time 
to explore the world of Japanese whisky. 

By varying techniques and aging vessels, 

the country has been able to create many 
single malts and blends of distinction. 


THE PIPES OF KEENS 
Keens Steakhouse, the storied Midtown 


Manhattan eatery, not only serves up delicious, 


carnivorous indulgences, but displays a 
collection of clay pipes that harbor a rich 
history taking you back to when smoking 
was an important part of fine dining. 


cigars 


We rate 81 cigars in six sizes: Churchills (88), 
corona gordas (90), figurados (94), 

erandes (96), miscellaneous (98), and 
robustos (100), plus our Buying Guide 

(102) as well as our vintage cigar 

tasting, Connoisseur’s Corner (104). 


BY THE NUMBERS 

We sliced and diced the stats to tell you what 
were the highest-rated cigars of 2018, and 
how they ranked by origin, size and cost. 


HAVANA’S HOTTEST NIGHT 

The 21st Habanos Festival closed with a 
gala dinner that marked Trinidad’s 50th 
anniversary. Festivities included music, 
dance, awards, auctions and, of course, 
plenty of Cuban cigars to smoke. 


MOMENTS TO REMEMBER 
Photos from our readers as they enjoy 
themselves and their cigars. 


MADE FOR YOU 

Superb steaks, aged and delivered to you; 
carrying your whiskey on the go; knives 
steeped in Japanese tradition; custom- 
built vacations; the smart watch for the 
outdoorsman; and a juicer for all cocktails. 
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highlights 


Three cigars in this tasting scored 94 points, near-classic on our 100-point scale and certainly a noteworthy 


accomplishment. Cigars from either Nicaragua or Cuba took the top spot in every size category. Even more 


impressive, though, is that 27 cigars scored 90 points or higher. What a time to be a cigar enthusiast. 
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TOP CHURCHILL 
VILLIGER LA VENCEDORA CHURCHILL 


This brand was discontinued in 2012 and then it was reblended and 
released last year as a stronger, Nicaraguan puro. 


TOP CORONA GORDA 
HOYO DE MONTERREY LE HOYO DE RIO SECO 


The Hoyo de Monterrey Le Hoyo line once mainly consisted of thinner 
cigars, but in recent years, Cuba has added thicker smokes like this 
one to the line. 


TOP FIGURADO 
AGING ROOM QUATTRO NICARAGUA MAESTRO 


Launched last year as part of a larger brand portfolio overhaul, this 
all-Nicaraguan cigar is rolled by veteran cigarmaker A.J. Fernandez. 


TOP MISCELLANEOUS 
MONTECRISTO PETIT EDMUNDO 


This stout little smoke, essentially a shortened version of the larger 
Montecristo Edmundo, packs a lot of flavor for those short on time. 


TOP ROBUSTO 
L’ATELIER LAT52 


A complex smoke with a pigtail cap that tied for top robusto with 
Cuba’s legendary Cohiba Robusto. 


TOP GRANDE 

LA ANTIGUEDAD TORO GORDO 

The filler tobaccos in this cigar hail from three areas in Nicaragua— 
San Rafael, Las Quebradas and San Jose—all on farms owned by 
the Garcia family. 


BEST BUY 

ASYLUM PREMIUM 44xX4 

This short and relatively thin cigar retails for only $6.46. It’s rolled 
in Nicaragua using tobaccos solely from that country. 
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JOHNNIE WALKER 
PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. | Keep Nidthing 


JOHNNIE WALKER BLUE LABEL Blended Scotch Whisky. 43.8% Alc/Vol. 
©2019 Imported by Diageo, Norwalk, CT 
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MICHAEL O’NEILL 


editors’ note 


The Mob Family We Love 


wenty years ago, we met aman named Tony Soprano as he 

lit up a dark robusto and drove his SUV out of the shadows 

of the Lincoln Tunnel, heading for his home in the New 
Jersey suburbs. Television would never again be the same. 

This was anew kind of TV character, one we had never seen 
before. Here was a man capable of unleashing brutal, savage 
violence one moment and sitting down to a friendly family dinner 
the next. He could show his daughter 
around a college campus in the 
morning, and strangle the life out of 
an old associate that evening. In the 
course of six seasons on HBO, we 
saw him cheat, lie and steal, with 
perhaps his most cold-blooded 
moment coming the night he killed 
a man he lovingly referred to as his 
nephew, and watched without emo- 
tion as his life slipped away. 

This clearly wasn’t “The West 
Wing,” “Friends” or “Seinfeld.” It was 
a new form of television, a genre that 
just couldn’t be aired on networks. 

No matter how bad Tony Soprano 
was—and he was bad—we always 
loved him in the end. There was 
something about James Gandolfini’s 
portrayal that made this killer 
someone we enjoyed watching— 
even while his actions made us 
cringe. We invited him and his family 
into our homes on Sunday nights, week after week for a reason. 

We undeniably love “The Sopranos,” and not just because 
this is one of the most cigar-friendly shows ever to air on TV. Its 
take-no-prisoners style kept us glued to our chairs, and its trail- 
blazing stories paved the way for new antiheroes of television, 
everyone from Walter White of “Breaking Bad” to Don Draper of 
“Mad Men.” 

In this issue, we celebrate the 20th anniversary of “The 
Sopranos,” and find that there’s a new chapter to talk about. The 
show will soon spin off a movie called The Many Saints of 











Newark, and it will bring us a new look at the earlier days of our 
favorite crime family. The film will be set in the 1960s, when 
racial tensions ran high in America. In it we will meet the 
fathers, uncles and friends of the Soprano clan, even a young 
Tony Soprano played by none other than Michael Gandolfini, 
the son of James Gandolfini, who died in 2013 at the age of 51. 
Today, the show still resonates. Watch one of the old episodes 





Marvin R. Shanken smoking cigars with nine members of the cast of “The Sopranos” in 2001. 


on HBO and it will whet your appetite for more of this story, more 
of this world that fascinates as much as it terrifies. We invite you 
to read our story about the series, which begins on page 42. 

There’s much more in this issue: A look at the finest whiskies 
from Japan, and how they pair with cigars; unforgettable golf in 
Scottsdale, Arizona; the story of Keens, a steakhouse decorated 
with tens of thousands of churchwarden pipes; and an in-depth 
analysis of more than 650 cigar reviews, to show you which cigars 
are smoking best. All that, and much more. 

Enjoy the issue. 





MARVIN R. SHANKEN 
EDITOR & PUBLISHER 


DAVID SAVONA 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Cigar 
Smoking Can Cause Cancers Of The Mouth 
And Throat, Even If You Do Not Inhale. 


#itsaboutme 
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Dear Marvin, 

I am from Cuba, but have lived in Tampa for the last 40 
years. I own every CIGAR AFICIONADO that you have 
published and absolutely love to read your magazine. But 
there is something missing, most of the time, in your 
cigar ratings and context. That is the big ring cigars. I 
know you have the grande category but it is not featured 
in every issue of the magazine. 

Now, almost every brand carries a 6 by 60 cigar in 
their portfolio and if I have the choice I wouldn’t smoke 
anything less than a 60 to 70 ring size cigar. Even now, the 
Cuban cigars are getting bigger and bigger. 

Can we please have more information on these matters 
and the ratings of the big ring cigars? 

Armando Padron 
Tampa, Florida 


Editors’ Response: Thanks for reading CIGAR AFICIONADO 
with such faithful devotion. While grandes are certainly 
prolific enough to get their own category, we aren’t sure 
they’re prevalent enough to be in every issue of the maga- 
zine—yet. We'll keep our eyes on the trend. We’re sure you'll 
be happy to see that grandes are rated in this issue of the 
magazine. Turn to page 96. 


Dear Marvin, 

I just got my issue of CIGAR AFICIONADO listing the Top 
25 cigars of the year [“Top Cigars of 2018,” February 
2019]. I was happy to see Cohiba Siglo VI make it. That, 
along with the Cohiba Robusto, were my favorite cigars 
when I was working overseas. 

Reading the list reminded me of a question I’ve wanted 
to ask you for a while. You have prices next to each cigar 
rated. Are these prices that certain cigar merchants sell 
these cigars for? The reason I ask is whenever I receive 
my copy of the magazine, I make a list of cigars I want to 
try. I take the list to my cigar shop but very rarely does his 
price match yours. In most instances, his prices are 
higher. My real question here is: Where can I get these 
cigars at these prices? 

Tony Awad 
Alpharetta, Georgia 


out of the humidor 





“Now, almost every brand carries a 6 by 60 cigar 


in their portfolio and if | have the choice | wouldn't 


smoke anything less than a 60 to 70 ring size cigar.” 


—Armando Padron, Tampa, Florida 


Editors’ Response: All the prices you see printed in our 
magazine, and in Cigar Insider, our twice-monthly digital 
newsletter about the cigar industry, are manufacturer’s 
suggested retail prices (MSRP), which are set by the dis- 
tributor or maker of the cigars. The MSRP does not take 
into consideration tobacco taxes, which vary considerably 
from state to state in the U.S. In some states, the taxes can 
be quite high, while in others (such as Florida and Pennsyl- 
vania) they are as low as zero. Also, retailers reserve the 
right to adjust prices as they see fit—not all retailers have 
the same operating costs and overhead expenses. To 
answer your final question, you are most likely to find 
cigars sold at MSRP in states with no tobacco taxes. 


CONTACT US TWITTER @cigaraficmag - FACEBOOK facebook.com/CigarAficionado > INSTAGRAM @cigaraficmag 
E-MAIL letters@cigaraficionado.com « LETTERS 825 8th Ave., 33rd floor, New York, NY 10019 » EDITORS’ BLOGS Find out what the editors 
of CIGAR AFICIONADO are thinking—and smoking—in our editors’ blogs. David Savona, Gordon Mott, Jack Bettridge, Gregory Mottola and Andrew Nagy 


want to hear from you. The conversation is taking place on cigaraficionado.com. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 
A publication of M. Shanken Communications, Inc. 
Worldwide Plaza, 825 Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10019 
212/684-4224 fax: 212/684-5424 e-mail: letters@cigaraficionado.com 
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Dear Marvin, 
I have enjoyed your magazine for many years and 
applaud the listing of the strengths of cigars in your 
reviews. But in your Top Cigars of 2018, you do not 
list their relative strengths. How come? If it is help- 
ful in the other reviews, why not here? 
Additionally, in the Top 25, are you limited to 
only one entry from each manufacturer? I would be 
willing to bet there are at least two to three cigars 
from the Padron brand for example, that are worthy 
of being in your Top 25. Also, is it possible to—when 
appropriate—list the wrapper type in your reviews? 
Many of the smokes have both a natural and a 
maduro version. 
John Hoyt 
La Mesa, California 


Editors’ Response: In determining Top 25, rather 
than showing multiple cigars from one brand, we 
choose the top-scoring cigar for candidacy. This is 
for two reasons: Firstly, it avoids redundancy. But 
secondly, it allows for the strongest, highest-rated 
contender to enter the Top 25 tournament. We are 
focused on pitting the best of the best against each 
other in order to truly determine which cigars are 
deserving of holding a spot on that list. 

As per wrapper type, if no distinction is listed 
than that means that the cigar being tested was made 
with the company’s “natural” wrapper. If the cigar 
has a maduro wrapper, we say maduro. 

And lastly, regarding the strength levels of our Top 
25 selections, you are correct. They are not specifically 
called out. This is something we can perhaps add in the 
future to improve our list. 


Dear Marvin, 

I struggle every winter with keeping my humidor 
to the correct humidity. I own one humidor that 
can hold up to 50 cigars. I find myself using almost 
four Boveda packs at 72 percent, along with the 
sponge that came with the humidor. Yet I still can’t 
break 65 percent humidity. 

Douglas Thomas 

Granite Springs, New York 


Editors’ Response: In the winter where you live, it 
becomes more difficult to maintain proper humidity 
levels in the humidor due to the dry, cold conditions. 
Also, not all humidors are created equally. A 
mediocre to poor humidor might be able to maintain 
humidity in warmer months, but will show tts flaws 
in the winter when you need it the most. So, the 
quality of your humidor might be something for you 
to consider as well. That being said, an extra Boveda 
pack or two in dryer, colder conditions is an accept- 
able solution until spring. If this still doesn’t work, 
we suggest buying a better humidor. 










Over the years, the Jack Daniel Distillery has 
received an acknowledgment or two for the work 
we do. From satisfied sips at the bar to a few 
World's Fair gold medals, people do occasionally 
feel the need to get complimentary. And while 


we don't like to brag about these kind mentions, 
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WE'D RAISE A GLASS OF OUR HERITAGE BARREL 
TO WHISKY ADVOCATE, BUT WE DON'T HAVE ANY. 


we are proud of them. Not quite as proud as 
we are of the Tennessee Whiskey we make, but 
proud nonetheless. 

It is nice to know that there are folks out there 
who enjoy what we do, We've been doing it every 
day, the best we can, for more than a century and 
a half, and knowing that it's well-received means 
the world, 

90 wed like to give a little appreciation of our 
own to Whisky Advocate magazine. They named 
our Single Barrel Heritage Barrel the third best 
whiskey of 2018, and for that we're grateful. We'd 


ANY GLASS WORTH RAISING, 1S WORTH RAISING RESPONSIBLY. 
JACK DANIELS is a registered trademark. 62019 Jack Daniel's, Jack Daniel's Single Barrel lennessee Whiskey Alcohol 50% by volume (100 Proof), Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery, Lynchburg, TN, USA. 








raise a glass of it to them, but we don't actually 
have any Single Barrel Heritage Barrel left. 
lt seems that the people at Whisky Advocate 
weren t the only ones who liked it. But maybe well 
make another barrel or two of it somewhere down 
the line. We do have a habit of making a little bit of 


whiskey over here in Lynchburg, Tennessee. 





or Dominicana 


THIS BLEND IS AS SPECIAL AS THE OCCASION 
IT SERVES TO COMMEMORATE AND IS SYMBOLIC 
OF THE QUALITY AND PRIDE WITH WHICH 
LA FLOR DOMINICANA HAS BUILT ITS NAME. 


AVAILABLE IN BOXES OF 2U. 


Follow us @LFDcigars © 
www.laflordominicana.com 
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Peter James Leather Cases 


ike many good ideas, the Peter James cigar holder came 

from frustration. While smoking cigars among a group of 

friends, Matthew Henderson and John Laurendi noticed 
the clunky way cigar accessories were transported to the smoking 
spot. “People were pulling accessories out of every pocket,” says 
Henderson. “I was personally using an old shaving bag to carry 
my three-finger cigar case, lighter and cutter.” For John, it was 
even worse—he relied upon his wife to carry his cigars and gear— 
in her purse. She was growing annoyed. “We thought there has to 
be a better way,” says Henderson. 

By 2014 the two founded Peter James (using their middle 
names as inspiration) and they had a product on the market by 
2015. The result is the Peter James cigar case, which is far larger 
than a traditional cigar case, and meant to have all the necessary 
tools to enjoy a good smoke in one very good-looking device. 

The cases have a cigar holder capable of holding five full-sized 
smokes, two pockets with leather closures for your cutter and 


lighter, and a much larger 
pocket for notecards or 

other gear. The center has a 

spot for your pen, and the lid has 

an opening for documents. A sturdy 
zipper keeps it closed. 

The case is 91 inches tall (a bit taller than a 
Kindle), two inches deep and 51 inches wide. Made 
in North America using Italian leather and an American zipper, 
it’s just flexible enough to allow for easy storage in a briefcase, 
but sturdy enough to protect your cigars. 

And it has style. The case draws a look when you take it out, 
and keeps your pockets free—and keeps you from having to ask 
your wife to open her pocketbook to get your Cohibas. At $350, it 
is available in several styles. 

Visit peter-james-leather-company.myshopify.com 

—David Savona 
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A Grounding In Shoes 


ike or lump the look, when of-the-moment menswear 

designers dictated that dress trousers would be cuffless 

and hemmed to almost clam-digger levels, they were also 
elevating the importance of shoes. Since your feet would be on 
parade, so to speak, it behooved you to put a lot more thought into 
how they were shod. 

The wingtips pictured here are among the most expressive of 
men’s shoes (unless you consider sneakers). Named for the wings 
that flow from their narrow toecaps, they are also sometimes 
called brogues, a term that also describes the decorative perfora- 
tions in the leather. Less flamboyant versions have a rounded 
toecap and restrained brogueing. When made with the tips in 
contrasting color to the base leather, they are called spectator, or 
co-respondent, shoes. A bit over-the-top, they might be something 
to avoid, especially since the alternate term refers to a dandified 
professional adulterer. 

While a lot of terms are thrown around to define shoes, one 
principal distinction concerns the closure, or lacing. The monk 
shoe, so popular now (see CIGAR AFICIONADO June 2016), is easily 
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identified by its strap closure and lack of lacing. A blucher, or 
derby, is a laced shoe with the closure sewn to the body of the 
shoe. An Oxford includes the lacing closure as part of the body 
(which is shown here, but may be confusing as wingtips are often 
called Oxfords regardless of the type of closure). The monk strap 
is the most casual and is usually preferred for daytime wear. The 
Oxford is considered more formal than the blucher, but it’s a detail 

that most fashion police will fail to cite in subdued light. 
Probably more important in terms of propriety has been color. 
The rule used to be that men wore brown shoes in daylight and 
black shoes at night. While black has long been appropriate in the 
A.M., brown will probably always be verboten with black-tie. 
However, several not-so-grounded hues have broken into the 
stylish color spectrum, confusing the issue. Yellows, oranges and 
reds are probably worn best in the day. As the name would suggest, 
midnight blue is especially dapper at night. Those who wear lavender 
shoes have probably ditched the rulebook altogether, and now all 

they have to worry about is coordinating socks and laces. 
—Jack Bettridge 
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Hasselblad X1D 


f you’ve been shooting pix with a cellphone so long you’ve for- 

gotten what it was like to hold a serious film camera, the first 

thing you'll notice is the satisfying feel of the Hasselblad X1D-50C. 
It’s not the weight (just 1.6 pounds), nor the size (5.9 x 3.85 x 2.79 
inches). But it is the feel of milled aluminum that comes with hefting 
this first-of-its-kind, medium-format, mirrorless digital camera. 
The reassuring click of the shutter, the solid action of the mode 
dials, everything about this handheld evokes the legend of 
Hasselblad, the brand that has been mounted to military aircraft 
and made the first trip to the Moon 50 years ago. 

Next, you'll appreciate the large CMOS image sensor (50 
megapixel), which delivers acute photos with accurate colors 
from a package about the size of a typical SLR camera. Then 
there’s the breadth of options (shutter speeds range from 1/2000th 
of a second to 60 minutes). When it’s time to print your images, 
you'll feel confident enough to enlarge to 8 x 10 inches (and far 
bigger) without sacrificing picture quality. 
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Based on its lofty caliber and price ($9,000, extra lenses range 
from $2,700 to $4,500), this Hasselblad gets compared often to 
performance cars like Ferraris and McLarens, meaning it’s a luxury 
purchase, indefensible as an everyday drive. But a more apt 
comparison would be to a Rolls Royce. It’s built for comfort and 
not for speed. You'll find yourself taking the time to compose 
portraits and landscape shots. In fact, its slow reset action suffers 
while shooting sports and other action shots. (A planned addition 
of a zoom to its suite of lenses is not yet available.) 

One thing that Hasselblad wisely cribbed from the modern 
cell phone is the ability to navigate a menu that sits on the back of 
the camera with finger swipes. It also includes an onboard GPS. 
There the comparisons end. The X1D won’t help you to insert 
house-of-mirror images on your face for Instagram. Then again 
you don’t buy this camera to take selfies. 

Visit hasselblad.com 

—Jack Bettridge 
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Peripheral Rotor Automatics 


he trade-off of the first automatic, or self-winding, watches was their 

chunky central winding rotors blocked your view of all those captivating 

gears, wheels and bridges. Carl F. Bucherer changed that in 2008, with the 
sroundbreaking CFB A1000 movement that generates energy with an oscillator 
that turns around the periphery on a system of DLC-coated rollers with ceramic 
ball bearings. 

There’d been similar systems, but Bucherer 
was the first to produce an entire collection 
powered this way. The watchmaker followed up 
with the next-generation calibre CFB A2000, in 
2016, and last year’s calibre CFB T3000 witha 
peripherally mounted tourbillon regulator. 

A peripheral rotor also offers slimness as 
eliminating the central oscillating rotor and 
moving the winding system to the outer edges 
of the movement condenses the architecture 
to shave off precious millimeters. Last year, 
when Vacheron announced its first automatic 
tourbillon movement, the ultrathin Caliber 
2160 with a 22K-gold, arc-shaped peripheral 
winding rotor, it became one of the thinnest 
automatic tourbillon movements on the market 
at 5.65 mm thick. 

Following its debut in dressy gold and 
platinum pieces, the 2160 made its way into 
the band’s sporty steel Overseas range this 
year. With its radiant blue-lacquered sunburst 
satin-finished dial, the 42.5-mm Overseas 
Tourbillon ($103,000) mesmerizes with its 
tourbillon spinning at 6 O’CLOCK, and you can 
turn the watch over to see its intricate 
mechanism. 

Carl F. Bucherer further elevated the game 
with the 43-mm, rose-gold Manero Tourbillon 
Double Peripheral ($68,000) and the Heritage 
Tourbillon Double Peripheral Limited Edition 
($88,888), both launched last year to mark the 
company’s 130th anniversary. Bucherer spent four years developing the CFB T3000 
movement that combines the brand’s peripheral winding system with a peripherally 
mounted tourbillon that dispenses with the typical bridges to appear as if it is freely 
floating in the cage at the top of the dial. The COSC-certified chronometer features 
a silicon escapement, a first for the brand, and 65 hours of power reserve. 

For something much less complicated and far more affordable, Bucherer also 
upsized its classic Manero Peripheral ($6,800 to $16,600) to 43 mm in stainless steel 
and 18K rose gold with your choice of black or white dials. 

Visit carl-f-bucherer.com and vacheron-constantin.com 
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THE NEW 


NICARAGUAN 
BOVE S| ORY 


lo create a truly superlative cigar, you must begin with 





the highest quality and most esteemed tobaccos available. 
The new Romeo y Julieta 1875 Nicaragua 1s derived 
solely of choice, hand-selected leaves, harvested 

from the rich, volcanic soils of Nicaragua. 


Throw yourself into the latest chapte 





of America's love story. 
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you to discover and enjoy our 
artistic expression, DUETO. 





SERIE SIGNATURAS 


DUETO is the result of a special collaboration 
between two of the most passionate and dedicated 
Dominican boutique premium cigar makers, Ernesto 
Pérez-Carrillo and Boris Wintermans. While each 
cigar maker has a unique and distinguished personal 
tobacco history, they share the philosophy that 
relentless, passionate curiosity is essential to 
discovering and enjoying the best life has to offer. 
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Blended by the legendary Ernesto Perez-Carrillo to 
excite the senses, DUETO captures the complex 
Hilesercas Orme manenetieramecoeiiittsnmalsctm@s)(aatel tet 
signatures. Incorporating each cigar makers 
hand-selected, preferred tobaccos, this cigar blend 
delivers a special, one-of-a-kind sensorial experience 
for the curious — the signature elegant robustness of 
Ernesto Pérez-Carrillo cigars and the signature 
oyVEveleme) mre) ibtiececitremee rele) (selgarvitemsiitelele nia 
of Boris Wintermans Balmoral handmade cigars. 


1 Curiosity DrivesDiseaovey 


BALMORALCIGARS.COM (0) $ ¥ 


2019 Dodge Ram 1500 


s the new 2019 Ram 1500 scrambles up the pass towards 
the Continental Divide, clambering over boulders and 
fallen trees, and splashing through rain-filled ruts almost 
as though it were on a freshly paved roadway, we credit its new 
“mild” hybrid eTorque system. The technology somehow manages 
to simultaneously power the Ram’s new, semi-active suspension 
while boosting performance and improving fuel economy. But it’s 
not just traditional performance touchstones that will woo a whole 
new class of customer to this completely redesigned pickup. 
Customers who usually invest in luxury sedans or coupes will 
enjoy the same level of plush interior choices in the latest Ram 1500 
Limited. Like key competitors Chevrolet, Ford and GMC, the Fiat 
Chrysler truck brand offers a seemingly endless variety of cab, bed 
and powertrain configurations. But the options on the Limited 
explore new territory for the company. The power-operated leather 
seats are heated and vented. Wood trim cherries out the cabin. 
A 12-inch, portrait-oriented touchscreen displays a wealth of 
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infotainment software. Outfitted for tech, it offers USB ports galore, 
a 19-speaker Harman Kardon audio system, even built-in WiFi. Ram 
also integrates such advanced drive assistance systems as radar- 
operated cruise control, forward-collision warning with emergency 
auto braking and lane departure warning. And for those struggling 
to squeeze into a tight spot, an auto-parking system. Once you check 
all the boxes, the price tag can easily approach $70,000. 

Of course, if you check the right boxes you'll also get the 
power to haul a bed full of rocks to decorate the vacation home, or 
tow a boat and trailer weighing more than 11,000 pounds—trucker 
stuff that also can prove useful to a suburban homeowner. And the 
workhorse-cum-luxury-ride formula seems to be working with 
Ford pushing the limits into the $100,000 realm, and GMC and 
Chevrolet right on its tailgate. The race is on. Look for automakers 
to pack on even more luxury features in the near future. 

Visit ramtrucks.com 

—Paul A. Eisenstein 
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in the Rain 


; | | : | ! he course was empty. What had begun as a feeble drizzle had 
MRT | Pee Ol. ~<a \ turned into a steady rain on a warm summer afternoon, and it 
See ; didn’t look like it was going to stop anytime soon. My brother and 
I stood at the first tee box, undeterred. The starter’s advice was 
something like what Bill Murray (as Carl Spackler) tells Bishop 
Pickering in the movie Caddyshack: “I don’t think the heavy 
stuff’s gonna come down for quite a while.” 

That was years ago, and we were young, foolish 
and wearing all the wrong things. So we trudged 
out and came back looking like wet rats. Today, 
older and wiser, we could repeat the ritual, but 
Wl | return dry and fresh, courtesy of modern, 
Monten ttinttin, ee eee == high-tech rain gear. 
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ome Galvin Green, the official supplier of 
Mittal lati we § the victorious 2018 European Ryder 
feat ten tatty, Cup team, makes performance wear 
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that protects without sacrificing 
style. Its new Archie jacket ($700) 
is completely waterproof, made 
from three layers of light- 
weight, Japanese GORE-TEX 
fabric. Several nice touches 
make this snazzy, carbon-black 
jacket course-friendly. Patches at the 
elbows and shoulders are flexible. The 
pockets are waterproof. Adjusters and 
pulls allow you to keep the jacket 
snug to your body. Best of all, it 
breathes, keeping you dry without 
feeling (or looking) like you’re playing 
golf in a Hefty bag. (Don’t forget to 
pick up one of their waterproof Aqua 
hats as well.) 
iy | > Keeping your torso dry is key, but just as 
st EY oe fp a ii (ills - | important in wet conditions is maintaining a 
he, Meas good grip on your clubs. Footjoy’s acclaimed 
Rain-Grip Rain Gloves ($25) look like plain 
fabric, but they prove their worth when it 
pours, keeping your hands from slipping from 
the grips when you swing. Unlike typical golf 
gloves, they come in pairs for a truly sturdy hold. 
Now-—as the ill-fated Bishop learned—all you 
have to worry about is lightning. 
Visit galvingreen.com and footjoy.com 
—David Savona 
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Vieux Carre 
Benedictine 

2 dashes Peychaud’s bitters 
2 dashes Angostura bitters 
1 oz. rye whiskey 

1 oz. Cognac 

1 oz. sweet vermouth 
Lemon twist as garnish 


Rinse an Old-Fashioned glass 
with Benedictine. Drop in bitters 
and a large ice cube. Pour in rye, 
Cognac and vermouth and stir. 
Add garnish. 


Arnaud’s Special 


Invented at Arnaud’s French 75 bar 
in the city’s Bywater section a few 
years after World War Il, the 
Arnaud’s Special celebrated 
Scotch whisky with a French twist 
on the classic Rob Roy (Scotch 
and vermouth). 


2 Oz. peat-forward blended Scotch 
1 oz. Cor to taste) Dubonnet 

2 dashes orange bitters 

Orange twist garnish 


Pour whisky, aperitif and bitters 
into a mixing glass over ice. Stir 
briskly. Serve in cocktail glass 
with garnish. 


Hurricane 


NOLO is also known for touristy 
quaffs that go down easy. This is 
the best (when not too sweet). The 
legend is that it was invented to 
deal with a flood of rum after 
Prohibition ended. Some drink it in 
a hurricane lamp glass, but that’s 
just silly. 


2 oz. light rum 

2 oz. dark rum 

1 oz. fresh lemon juice 

] OZ. Orange Juice 

% oz. passion fruit syrup 
1 dash grenadine 

Simple syrup 

Lemon wedge 

Cherry 


Over ice in a Collins glass, pour 
rums, juices and passion fruit 
syrup. Add grenadine to color and 
mix in simple syrup as needed to 
sweeten. Stir and garnish. 
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New Orleans Cocktails 


n my first trip to New Orleans as a 
college swell at Mardi Gras, I cut 
out at dawn on Ash Wednesday, 
believing that the party ended with the 
beginning of Lent. Two weeks later, another 
classmate returned from a visit and reported 
the revelry was still in full swing. The point 
is a party like that is hard to stop, so if you 
missed Fat Tuesday a New Orleans cocktail 
may still be in order. 
New Orleans is a cradle of mixology, 


having given birth to dozens of drinks, in- 
cluding such classics as the Sazerac (one of 
the first true cocktails), the Brandy Crusta 
and Ramos Gin Fizz. A later entry on the 
list is the Vieux Carre, which arrived in the 
1930s, with a French name that means Old 
Square (the French Quarter), at the Hotel 
Monteleone. Because one wasn’t enough, 
this drink includes two bitters in an already 
complex mix. 

—Jack Bettridge 
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New Global Order 


lobes captured Peter Bellerby’s fancy early on. “We grow up 

with globes, we see one and ask our parents where we’re 

from. They show us. We see this massive expanse and 
youre just this tiny dot. It helps you dream of things.” 

The experience planted a seed. When Bellerby searched for 
a globe for his father’s 80th birthday, in 2008, he wanted some- 
thing sublime. Though he looked far and wide, all he found 
were antique celestial and terrestrial globes. And Buckminster 
Fuller’s Dymaxion Map—essentially a world map projected 
onto the surface of an icosahedron. None “came up to par,” he 
despaired. “I think the reason for this is that [globe making] is 
impossibly difficult.” 

And why? “A perfect sphere requires perfect molds made 
through trial and error. I ended up making a map from scratch, 
getting the sizing of the gores [slices of the map on a sphere] 
correct for each size globe. Then learning to wet and stretch 
paper across a sphere without the paper ripping, tearing, or turning 
into mush.” Bellerby adds that a new globe maker must try to make 
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a globe every day for six months before they get it right. 

Using studio space in Stoke Newington, London, Bellerby & 
Co’s 23 employees, working without music or chatter, are monkish 
in their devotion to detail. They’ll make 700 globes this year. A 
commercial globe online costs $50. The costs at Bellerby & Co 
run from £1,200 to £79,000 (about $1,600 to $105,121) if you want 
a five-foot Churchill Globe with a stand. “There’s no harm in 
commercial globes for kids to learn from,” Bellerby explains. “We 
are measuring craftsmanship, the time and effort it takes to make 
something by hand, the aesthetic, too. If you see our globes I hope 
you would be wowed by them every time. If you see another globe 
you might just look at it and find the country where you live.” 

Bellerby has been commissioned by the Louvre in Paris to 
restore a globe nearly four feet in diameter once belonging to 
Louis XIV. The ongoing project has no set delivery date, but then 
again, maybe it can wait. The globe has been around since 1683. 

Visit bellerbyandco.com 

—Kenneth Shouler 
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Crafted By Hand 


For those who seek the quality, complexity and consistency of Padrén. 











DAMASO GAVE US LIFE, FAMILY AND OUR START IN THIS INDUSTRY. 


Démaso was the first Padr6n to arrive in Cuba in growing tobacco. Honest, decent and hard- It means a lot to us that we are making this cigar 
the late 1800s from the Canary Islands. Commonly working, Damaso taught us to honor our word __ in his honor. 
referred to as “Islefios”, they tended to work in and be humble. These are lessons that have 

farming and in this tradition our grandfather rented stayed with us throughout our lives and we have 

a small piece of land in Pinar del Rio and started tried to pass them on to our children. 





- THE BUILDING 
OF A GOOD SMOKE 
(CUBANO STYLE) 


A worker hand-relhi cigars of the Padtrem Cigar plas, cee of seme U08 . ad 


sses Surge in Miami | 4 7 
Ln seat Mi cimaght oe mel pe | | 


~* 7. i bari hy “| 
ee be | - 
fe mene 
Lelie seme 


Pada teat b 
oP 




































































‘To create something new, we looked to our past. 


The Padrén Damaso, a mild to medium flavor profile 
crafted over five generations. 





Strong 
The Damaso series, our most recent offering, is named for José O. Padrén’s grandfather. This round, limited production, hand-crafted 
Connecticut wrapper cigar is available in six sizes. Its mild to medium flavor profile is complex and characteristically Padrén — best enjoyed == 
in the company of family and friends. The Padrén Family thanks you for your continued loyalty and trust in the Padrén name. a 
| 
Mild 


No. 34: 52x6 Torpedo | No.32:52x51/4 | No.17:54x7 | No.15:52x6 | No.12:50x5 | No.8:46x51/2 


www.padron.com/damaso 
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URE, IT’S BEEN TWO DECADES— 
but it’s not like people can just suddenly 
fuhgeddaboudit. “It’s impossible to 
stop talking about ‘The Sopranos, ” 
says Vincent Curatola, who played mob 
boss Johnny “Sack” Sacrimoni on the 
legendary TV show. “It’s like trying to 
stop talking about your life. It was a 
phenomenon, like an out-of-body experience.” 

The HBO series came out of nowhere in January 
1999, with a cast of actors no one really knew, and set the 
television world on fire, creating its own niche in televi- 
sion history. A dozen years after it aired its controversial 
final episode, “The Sopranos” remains one of the most 
influential and honored shows of all time, setting the 
table for anew golden age of premium TV that includes 
everything from “Breaking Bad” and “Mad Men” to 
“House of Cards” and “Game of Thrones.” 

Today, the story continues. Series creator David 
Chase has written The Many Saints of Newark, a feature 
film that will show a young Tony Soprano growing up 
with his father’s generation of mobsters. It made news 





COURTESY OF HBO 
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into our homes every 
Sunday, played by, from left: 
Vincent Pastore, James 
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Distilled in the Dominican Republic 
from the fermented juice of fresh 
cut, estate grown sugar cane. 

. 
A harmonious blend of the finest 
quality rums patiently aged up to 10 
years in ex-bourbon casks. 
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LEFT: MICHAEL O’NEILL; RIGHT: GARY GERSHOFF/WIREIMAGE 


in January with the casting of Michael Gandolfini, son of the late 
James Gandolfini, as the younger version of his father’s most 
famous character, Tony Soprano. 

“It’s a profound honor to continue my dad’s legacy while 
stepping into the shoes of a young Tony Soprano,” Gandolfini said 
in a statement. “I’m thrilled that I am going to have the opportunity 
to work with David Chase and the incredible company of talent 
he has assembled.” The film is due to be released next year. 

The original series enjoyed both rave reviews and an immense 
fan following, and it turned its cast into household names—or at 
least their screen names, which didn’t always sit well with the 
actors. “It scared me when peo- 
ple started calling me by my 
character’s name. I could never 
get used to it,’ says Joe Panto- 
liano, who played loose-cannon 
Ralph Cifaretto. 

Steve Schirripa, who played 
the lumbering Bobby “Baccala” 
Baccalieri, gets called “Bobby” 
often. When he hears his own 
name, he says, “I usually stop 
and think, ‘Do I know this guy?’” 
Before the show, he was enter- 
tainment director at Las Vegas’ 
Riviera Hotel, and only dabbled 
in acting. “My agent told me not 
to take the part, but I wanted to 
do this,’ he says. “It’s almost 
impossible to get any job on TV. 
That it happened to be the great- 
est show of all time? It was like 
winning the lottery twice.” 

“The Sopranos” turned 
HBO into a programming power- 
house. “It marked a tipping 
point that put us on a different 
level of the cultural firmament,” says Richard Plepler, HBO’s 
longtime CEO and chairman, who announced he was leaving the 
company on February 28. “It was transformative.” 

At its peak, “The Sopranos” had an average audience of 18.2 
million. Despite only being available to a fraction of television 
viewers, it was outperforming network shows available to all. 
The show made history, becoming the first cable entry nominated 
for an Emmy as best dramatic series, and was nominated for that 
award each season, winning in 2004 and 2007. The show earned 
Emmys (amid multiple nominations) for Gandolfini, Edie Falco 
and other cast members, as well as numerous writing and direct- 
ing Emmys for Chase and others on his team. When it all went to 
black on June 10, 2007, television would never be the same. 


Getting Made 


The man who started it all, David Chase, didn’t expect any of this 
to happen. For starters, he wasn’t even planning on making this 
story into a TV show. His original idea was to make a film about 
a gangster with an overbearing mother. He wanted Robert 





DeNiro to star, and Anne Bancroft in the role of mom. But his 
agent told him that nobody cared about gangster movies anymore, 
and suggested making The Godfather for television. Chase took 
his idea to Fox, which turned it down. He then took it to HBO, 
which said yes. 

The kind of language, sex and violence that regularly punctu- 
ated episodes of “The Sopranos” would never have flown on 
network television. Chase, an Italian-American reared in North 
Caldwell, New Jersey (his father changed the family name from 
DeCesare before David was born), had written for the networks 
before, with credits including “The Rockford Files.” He was 





Michael Gandolfini (right) will play a young Tony Soprano, following in the footsteps of his late father, James. 


continually frustrated by the strict rules about what couldn’t be 
shown and said on their airwaves. But on HBO, Chase could blaze 
a television trail, free of FCC rules. 

On January 10, 1999, “The Sopranos” aired for the first time, 
opening with what became an iconic set of credits. A shadowy 
Tony Soprano emerges from the Lincoln Tunnel in a large car, a 
cigar blazing, with the pre-9/11 Manhattan skyline in his rearview 
mirror, headed for suburban New Jersey. A thumpingly insistent 
bass drum beat on the soundtrack propelled the rolling bass line 
that marked his progress from hard-edge city to lush suburb with 
the growling vocals of the little-known British band A3 singing 
words that portended something unsettling: “Woke up this morn- 
ing, got yourself a gun.” 

“You’ve got a beautiful retelling of the immigrant experience 
from arrival to making it big in just two or three generations, 
within Tony’s trip up the turnpike during the opening credits,” 
says Professor Robert J. Thompson, founding director of the 
Bleier Center for Television & Popular Culture at Syracuse 
University. “As you watch those credits, you have no idea who 
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this guy is. Except you can see there’s as much smoke coming from 
his cigar as from the industrial wasteland he’s driving through. I 
could talk for a half-hour about the opening credits alone.” 

Few expected that opening scene to lead to a show that reso- 
nated the way it did. “At that time, not a lot of cable series were 
successful,” says Michael Imperioli, who played Christopher 
Moltisanti, Tony’s protege. “David wasn’t a brand name like Steven 
Bochco. But it impressed me because of the people who started to 
come on board.” One of those was Lorraine Bracco, a one-time 
Oscar nominee who convinced Chase that she should play Dr. 
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Jennifer Melfi, Tony’s therapist, instead of wife Carmela. “It was 
the best script I’d seen in 10 years. Since ‘Goodfellas’,’ she says. 

One of the early doubters was Chase himself. Before the first 
season aired, he didn’t believe the show would go anywhere. 
When they finished shooting the final episode—months before 
the first episode was broadcast—actress Edie Falco, who played 
Carmela Soprano, approached Chase with a final, “Well I guess 
that’s it for us.” “I said, ‘Yeah, I think so,” Chase told the Los 
Angeles Times. “We decided that we’d had too much fun doing it. 
So probably it would be canceled because they don’t want you to 
have too much fun.” 

Chase, who initially hoped the pilot would be rejected so he 
could go back to his idea of turning it into a feature film, found 
himself instead running the hottest show on television. 


Sopranos Trivia 


All of these characters 

appeared in the first 

episode. Which ones 
survived the entire series? 











Which of these actors 
played two completely 
different characters In 
the series? 





A Tony Sirico 

B Vincent Curatola 
C Joe Gannascoli 
0 Michael Imperioll 


A Christopher Moltisanti 

B Adriana La Cerva 

GC Paulie “Walnuts” Gualtieri 
D Silvio Dante 
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organization’s crime family? 





The Hottest Show On TV 


Dominic Chianese was a working actor who’d made his Broadway 
debut 35 years earlier. Despite a resume that included playing the 
scheming Johnny Ola in The Godfather Part IT, Chianese had to 
supplement his acting income with day jobs. “I was like a guy 
ready to drown that someone threw a life preserver to,” Chianese 
says of being cast as Corrado “Junior” Soprano, Tony’s uncle and 
frequent antagonist. 

When the reviews started coming out, things began changing 
right away. “You could feel the buzz at the next reading,” 
Chianese says. “David was shocked.” Matt 
Zoller Seitz, co-author of “The Sopranos 
Sessions,” was TV critic for the Newark 
Star-Ledger when “The Sopranos” went on 
the air and covered its first three seasons. “I 
knew this was a landmark show,’ he says. 
“It was only a question of whether other 
people would agree—and they did. A lot of 
people knew this was something different.” 
Says Imperioli, “The reviews were so over- 
the-top that ‘Saturday Night Live’ did a 
spoof just of the reviews.” 

Suddenly, here was a show capable of 
changing America’s viewing patterns. 
“Sunday night became ‘Sopranos’ night,” 
says Jerry Adler, who played loan shark 
Herman “Hesh” Rabkin. “Everything in people’s lives seemed to be 
organized around that one hour of ‘The Sopranos, including mine.” 

“I knew people who ran restaurants, who told me that, on 
Sunday nights when ‘The Sopranos’ was on, the place would 
empty out,” Curatola says. “Very recently someone came up to 
me and said, ‘You guys were the Beatles of TV’” Everybody 
seemed to be watching the show, including the FBI and the 
Mafia: “We had FBI consultants and we’d hear that FBI agents 
would go in to work and talk about the show on Monday morn- 
ings,” recalls Terence Winter, who joined as a writer for the 
second season and became one of the show’s producers. “And 
from FBI wiretaps, we heard that mob guys were having the 
same conversations. Word got back to us, from an FBI agent, 
after an episode in which Tony wore shorts, that some mob boss 
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Think you know everything about “The Sopranos,” 
there, tough guy? Alright. Let’s see if you can answer 
these 12 questions. The answers are on page 122. 








When Tony Soprano 
becomes boss, what’s 
the name of his 


How many characters 
were killed over the 
entire run of the series? 





A 102 
A DiMeo B92 
B Soprano £32 
GC Bonpensiero ) 72 
0 Dante 
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In the first episode of 
the sixth season, what 
does Uncle Junior say 
right before he shoots Tony? 


Which of the following 
characters did not try to 
kill Tony Soprano? 


Which of these actors 
from the series has a 
real-life rap sheet? 


Name the series regular 
who regularly uncorks 
an overly enthusiastic 

















retinue of lines from the A A A 
A Tony Sirico A Tony’s nephew, 

classic mob movie 7he a : " ie , Aik 7 epedcl 
en ee B Vincent Curatola ; Christopher Moltisanti A | Knew It was you, Fredo! 
: CG John Ventimiglia B Tony’s uncle, Corrado b Cazzata Malanga! 

A “Feech” La Manna a “ Or? Pope 

i Seok be ie il Vincent Pactore : Uncle Junior” Soprano C vini Vidi Vici! 

Z Tony Blundetto b Tony’s mother, ) On my commana, 

is Patsy Paris! - Livia Soprano unleash hell! 

U Silvio Dante J Tony’s wife, Carmela 

Soprano 
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was taped saying, ‘A don doesn’t wear shorts. It makes you look 
weak. David ended up incorporating that line into the show.” 

Being on the show was one thing. With a robust death count, 
staying employed proved to be difficult. The threat of a character 
getting whacked meant you were being asked to leave the most 
interesting party you’d ever attended. “It wasn’t like being one of 
the ‘Friends.’ None of them ever got killed off,’ says Schirripa, 
whose character lasted until the series’ penultimate episode. 
“There wasn’t really job security because you never knew if your 
character was going to be killed. Then not only was your charac- 
ter dead, but you were out of work.” 

With deaths in (nearly) every episode, fans wanted to know 
who was next to be whacked. The possibility of plot secrets leak- 
ing to the media led Chase to take serious precautions. Drea de 
Matteo recalls the secrecy when they filmed the final 
episode for her character, Adriana. “People were pay- 
ing top dollar to crew members for information,” she 
says. To ward off a leak, they filmed the scene two ways, 
and in one version, she lives. “But nobody knew which 
ending he was going to use, including me.” In the end, 
Adriana is driven to the woods and pulled from a car by 
Tony’s right-hand man Silvio Dante, and despite her 
tearful cries is shot as she tries to crawl away. 

That kind of violence defined “The Sopranos.” 
Pantoliano, whose character died in a savage fight with 
Tony involving fists, frying pans, knives and even a 
blast of Raid to the eyes, brushes aside those who com- 
plained about the brutality. “It’s been going on since 
Jesse James and Bonnie and Clyde, even Genghis 
Khan. They don’t make movies about Mother Teresa. 
But this was a show about the deconstruction of the 
American family.” 

The term family takes on multiple meanings in the 
shadowy “Sopranos” world. It also explains its appeal, says 
author Gay Talese, who wrote Honor Thy Father about gangster 
Salvatore “Bill” Bonanno, whose situation mirrored Tony’s. 
“That’s what made it compelling,’ says Talese. “No matter how 
nefarious and murderous and vulgar they were, there was a 
family side to the story. And so much that was going on in the 
crime story had to do with the family story.” 

That element—crime boss as modern suburban dad coping 
with an unhappy wife and a domineering mother, not to mention 
teenage kids—gave “The Sopranos” its distinctive tang and 





What was the original 
name of Satriale’s 
oork store? 


How many actors 
and actresses in the 
famous mob movie 
Goodfellas went on to 
appear in “The Sopranos”? 





A Salsiccia Sausage Co. 
B Cotoletta’s Quality Meats 
CG Centanni’s Meat Market A7 


0 Brasciole Bros. Bi 
Italian Groceries C17 
D 27 








emotional depth. Tony might have been the don of New Jersey, 
but he was barely king of his own castle. 

“Having the second family was genius on David’s part,” 
Chianese says. “He went inside himself, took his soul and split it 
in two.” The fulcrum of that balancing act between families was 
Dr. Melfi, the therapist Tony sees after suffering panic attacks 
that cause him to pass out. The tension from that therapeutic 
relationship rippled out in all directions: Carmela’s jealousy of a 
female therapist, Tony’s fear his therapy might be discovered by 
his crime family and Melfi’s moral conundrums about treating 
someone who was also a ruthless killer. Says Talese, a fan from 
the first episode, “What made it interesting was that a psychia- 
trist had a role as an adviser and counselor to this guy. And Tony 
had the vulnerabilities, concerns and anxieties that we all share. 


@F-VatoLolhilaler-t) ielaymsie) oleclarey 
relaxing with on@of his 
trademark.cigars. 


So it was a very human story in a very inhuman world.” 

“In most movies, the mob boss never gets to discuss his inner 
feelings,’ says author Nicholas Pileggi, who wrote the screen- 
plays to Goodfellas and Casino. “At no point does The Godfather 
explain where he came from. It’s all painted around him. David 
Chase came up with the notion of going to a shrink, and that was 
the perfect vehicle. It allowed the audience to get into the mind 
of Tony Soprano in an interesting way.” 

Soprano was a big guy with big power, and he also indulged 
in big cigars. So did the character Big Pussy, played for two 








In which episode of 
“The Sopranos” did 
show creator David 


What song does Tony 
olay on the diner 
jukebox in the final 





Chase have a cameo? 


A “Pax Soprana,” Season 1 
B “Comendatori,” Season 2 


C “The Telltale Moozadell,” 
Season $ 


0 “Calling All Cars,” 
Season 4 





episode of “The Sopranos”? 


A “Don’t Stop Believin’,” 
by Journey 

B “It Was a Very Good 
Year,” by Frank Sinatra 

C “I’ve Gotta Be Me,” 
by Tony Bennett 


il “Eye of the Tiger,” 
by Survivor 
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Cigars played a role in every 
episode of “The Sopranos.” 


f there was a cigar-smoking hall of fame 

for fictional TV characters, who would 

you induct? Gomez Adams? Colombo? 
Archie Bunker for sure. Oscar Madison too. 
All are smoking icons of the broadcast 
world, but if they qualify, then surely Tony 
Soprano would have to get the nod. 

You remember Tony. He’s the antisocial 
mob boss of New Jersey who’s light on 
self-awareness, prone to panic attacks and 
has a heavy penchant for cigars. So heavy 
that cigars are closer to Tony than any 
character throughout the entire show, even 
his wife. 

Here’s a guy who’s smoking cigars alone 
in his car during the opening credits of every 
episode—that’s 86 shows—and It certainly 
didn’t stop there. From moments of solitude 
to acts of brutality, Tony Soprano often had 
a lit cigar punctuating his actions or under- 
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scoring his mood, but the stogie ended up 
being more than just a cliched prop. Many of 
the cigar-smoking scenes were pivotal 
moments in plot and character 
development, not to mention grim 
reminders of Tony’s sociopathic 
tendencies—the ease in which he can 
oversee countless acts of violence, cheat on 
his wife, flout the law, lie to loved ones and 
then come home to join his family for 
Sunday supper. For many of Tony’s 
misdeeds and much of his pathological 
behavior, a cigar Is lit. 

Think we’re reading too much into it? 
Recall in Season 2 when one of his hit men 
made a collection on a local “massage 
parlor.” Tony waited outside in his parked car 
with the window open and gleefully listened 
for the screams. He puffed a cigar, smiling as 
oroudly as a father watching his daughter at 


a piano recital. That’s not normal. 
Remember his first panic attack in the 
very first episode? There was a Cigar in his 
mouth right when he collapsed in his 
backyard. Or how about when he decided to 
dump his Russian girlfriend Irina right after 
sex? He was smoking. What about the time 
he gunned down Matt Bevilaqua? Or was in 
Italy talking gender roles with the female 
Neapolitan mob boss? (“A fuckin’ woman 
boss? Never happen in the States,” he says.) 
Or yelling at his wife for draining the 
swimming pool as they argued precariously 
on the edge? He even smoked in a funeral 
home, and blew smoke over a corpse, saying 
“he don’t mind.” We could go on and on. 
Still, there were a few contemplative 
moments where Tony lit uo. There was the 
time he was on “bear watch” in his backyard 
one chilly evening with an AK-47 in one hand 
and a cigar in the other. And the time he 
spent a rainy night in the stable with his sick, 
beloved race horse Pie-O-My and a billy goat, 
smoking a cigar and sitting in the hay like 
something out of a deranged nativity scene. 
Perhaps one episode in particular 
illustrates Tony’s most pathological need for 
cigars. It was when his psychiatrist suggested 
that he craves ceaseless action so that he 
doesn’t have to acknowledge the abhorrent 
things he’s done (referred to as alexithymia In 
clinical terms). The next time you see Tony, he 
joins his crew and what does he do for the 
ultimate distraction? Lights up a cigar as big 
as the Bayonne Bridge. 
Of course, the cigar industry didn’t miss 
a chance to capitalize on Tony’s compulsive 
cigar consumption. Three actors from the 
series came out with cigars of their own 
oushing the whole mafia theme, and there 
was even an Officially licensed Sopranos 
cigar by CAO. It’s still around, only now 
marketed under the name CAO Consigliere 
and packaged suspiciously like the original. 
For all its vaunted praise, The Sopranos 
has also taken its share of criticism for 
oromoting stereotypes and being needlessly 
violent, but amidst all the mob hits, 
exaggerated Jersey accents and gloomy 
foreshadows, the cigar turned out to be as 
much of a character in the show as The 
Garden State itself, and quite the effective 
literary device. Then again, sometimes a 
cigar Is just a cigar. Or, as Tony Soprano 
might put it: Get the fuck outta here! 
—Gregory Mottola 
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seasons by Vincent Pastore. “Tony and I 
smoked big stogies in the show,” Pastore 
says. “It’s a prop; it’s symbolism. When 
someone is smoking a cigarette, it means 
they’re nervous. But a cigar is a personal 
thing. It’s an extension of the character.” 

Every cigar seen on screen had a pur- 
pose, and none were smoked on camera by 
accident. “Nothing happened that wasn’t 
scripted. Every action on the screen was vet- 
ted by David,’ says Winter. “Cigars create a 
powerful image. You see Tony or people in 
positions of authority or power, and the 
cigar is part of the image they project. You 
see somebody smoking a cigar and there’s a 
level of authority that comes with it.” 

Gandolfini, a large, sensitive man who 
died from a heart attack at the age of 51 in 
2013, struggled with portraying the character’s darkest impulses, 
particularly his acts of impulsive, brutal violence. “It wasn’t easy for 
Jim to go home after playing violent scenes and scenes of cheating 
on his wife,” Bracco says. “Off-camera, he was great fun, a big kid—a 
big teddy bear. He was charming and sweet and moving.” 

Aida Turturro, who played Tony’s elder sister Janice, had 
been friends with Gandolfini since working with him onstage in 
the early 1990s: “Everybody loved Jimmy,” she says. “He had the 





Richard Plepler 
says that “The 
Sopranos” was 
transformative 
for HBO. 


biggest heart. And he was no diva. The 
reason that set worked and everyone loved 
being on the set was because there was no 
diva bullshit from anyone. Jimmy worked 
his ass off. He was so generous with every- 
one. There are a lot of selfish actors out 
there, but he wasn’t one of them.” 

Gandolfini wasn’t the only one who had 
problems with the words and actions the 
series required. Chianese recalls balking at 
some of the language that Junior Soprano 
used. “The toughest moment was when 
David wanted me to say the ‘F’ word in front 
of Nancy Marchand,” Chianese says, refer- 
ring to the actress who played Tony’s 
difficult mother, Livia. “That was taboo 
when I was growing up. I didn’t even curse 
as a kid. I was really upset. But it didn’t faze 
Nancy. Then there was an episode where I had to say the ‘C’ word. 
My sister called me and said, ‘How dare you?’ My aunt, who was 
95, shook her head and said, ‘You never cursed as a child?” 

To this day, it’s easy to start an argument about “The Sopranos”: 
Just mention the series’ final episode, one of the most controver- 
sial and provocative ever produced for television. In the course 
of the final hour, Chase seemingly tied up the loose plot strands 
from the season, ending the war with the New York crime family. 
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With life back to normal, the nuclear Soprano family was off to 
their local diner for dinner. But even as they gathered, there were 
suspicious-looking characters lurking. Were they there to kill Tony? 

Perhaps. Or perhaps not. Just as the tension reached its peak, 
with the Journey song “Don’t Stop Believin’” playing on the 
jukebox, the screen went black. End of series. The implication? 
That if someone in that diner didn’t kill Tony that moment, some- 
one eventually would, because that was the world he inhabited. 
For the past 13 years, however, Chase has been dogged by what’s 
essentially a yes/no question: Did Tony die or 
didn’t he? 

In “The Sopranos Sessions,” Chase, who 
casually referred to the ending as “a death 
scene,” said Tony “could have been whacked 
in a diner. That was the point of the scene... I 
never thought it would create that much of a 
stir. Never thought, ‘Oh, they’ll be talking 
about it for 10 years because I want them to 
talk about it for 10 years” But no matter what 
I say, I dig myself in deeper.” 

Streaming platforms and binge-watching 
may affect the ability of new weekly shows to 


With deaths in 
(nearly) every 
episode, fans 


wanted to know 


who was next to 
be whacked. 





“It’s the greatest show of all time,” says Steve Schirippa 


(far right). “It was like winning the lottery twice.” 


classes, who were not even alive when the show went on the air, 
who have watched the entire thing,” says Thompson. “I’ve got kids 
in their 20s stopping me on the street,” says Schirripa. 


The Story Continues 

With a fanbase that’s clearly still eager to hear more of the 
Soprano story, Chase will return to the mobster world he created 
for The Many Saints of Newark, which is scheduled for a 2020 
release. The film will be set in New Jersey between 1967 and 1971, 
telling the story about the fathers, uncles and 
other predecessors to the characters that 
made up the HBO series. 

The main character in the film will be 
Richard “Dickie” Moltisanti, father to Chris- 
topher Moltisanti. (The surname means 
“many saints” in Italian.) Although he is dead 
by the time “The Sopranos” series begins, we 
hear of Dickie Moltisanti several times in the 
series, as he was Carmela’s cousin and aclose 
associate of Tony, who calls Christopher his 
nephew, even though the two aren’t related. 

Another key character in the new movie 





break out as the kind of “appointment televi- 


sion” that “The Sopranos” did. But the on-demand availability of 


the series has made it a new favorite of millennials, a generation too 
young to watch the series in real time. “I have freshmen in my 
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will be young Tony Soprano himself, and the 
film began generating preproduction buzz when it was 
announced that Chase had cast Michael Gandolfini, the son of 
James Gandolfini, in the role. 
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Michael Gandolfini (center) with Robert Iler and Jamie-Lynn Sigler at a 
New York City gathering commemorating 20 years of “The Sopranos.” 






He’s not quite as tall, and he’s far more slim, but there are 
times when Michael Gandolfini has that look that instantly 
reminds you of his late father, especially when you see him break 
into a wide smile. He’s only 19, with few acting credits to his name. 
He played a busboy in the 2018 movie Ocean’s 8, the same year he 
had a five-episode run in the HBO series “The Deuce.” 

Those who knew the show best have faith in the young Gan- 
dolfini. Chase gives a verbal shrug when asked about the choice: “It 
wasn’t a tough decision,” he says. “I 
saw him do it and that was it.” 

Winter says, “I’ve known 
Michael since he was a baby. He’s 
hugely talented, like his dad. But 
those are big shoes to fill.” 

“By having Jimmy’s son in 
the movie,” says Turturro, “it’s 
like part of Jimmy and so it’s part 
of the family.” 

Other cast members for The 
Many Saints include “Walking 
Dead” alum Jon Bernthal; Corey 
Stoll, who played a Congressman 
with an addiction problem in “House of Cards;” Vera Farmiga 
(from The Departed); Billy Magnussen (The Big Short) and 
Alessandro Nivola in the lead role as Moltisanti. 

The prequel is keeping Chase busy for now. And while plat- 
forms such as Netflix and Amazon have opened their vaults to lure 
other show-runners to their unfettered playing fields, Chase says 
no one has approached him about creating a new series to bring his 
work back to the small screen, not that he’s necessarily interested. 

“Once in a while, we get interested in the idea of doing 


4 


The Many Saints of 
Newark will tell the story 
about the fathers, uncles 


and other predecessors to 
the characters that made 
up “The Sopranos.” 





The Soprano family. From left: A.J. (played by Robert Iler), Tony (James 
Gandolfini), Meadow (Jamie-Lynn Sigler) and Carmela (Edie Falco). 


something there,’ he says. “But then, whatever the idea is wears 
itself out after a couple of weeks. I could see how it could be a 
ereat thing. But there’s so much of it, so much competition, that 
I don’t know how anything can break out anymore.” 

If Chase does do another TV project, don’t expect it to air on 
a network. 

“T can’t possibly imagine why anyone would take an adven- 
turous new show to one of the networks,” Chase says. “I don’t 
watch them a lot but when I do, it seems to be the same old thing. 
I can’t tell one from the other. So, if it were me, I wouldn’t take a 
show there.” 

Many of the people behind the cameras and the words for 
“The Sopranos” have gone on to create other acclaimed projects. 
Winter wrote and produced “Boardwalk Empire,’ the HBO series 
starring “Sopranos” vet Steve Buscemi as a gangster in Atlantic 
City during Prohibition. Matthew 
Weiner, who was a “Sopranos” 
writer and producer, went on to 
create “Mad Men,” the hit AMC 
series that starred Jon Hamm and 
earned plenty of Emmies. Tim Van 
Patten, who directed 20 episodes 
of “The Sopranos,’ more than any 
other, has done work on the latest 
HBO hit, “Game of Thrones.” 

For some, there’s just no 
escaping “The Sopranos.” Asked 
whether, at age 73, he thinks 
about his legacy and the show, 
Chase gives a rueful chuckle and says, “Unfortunately, I do.” 
Pressed on his answer, Chase admits that thinking that way 
seems self-involved to him. 

“Certainly, it will be a great legacy to leave,” he says. “But 
when someone asks you that, you feel like a jerk admitting that 
you do.” 


Contributing editor Marshall Fine ts critic-in-residence at The 
Picture House Regional Film Center in Pelham, NY. 





LEFT: MIKE COPPOLA/WIREIMAGE; RIGHT: COURTESY OF HBO 
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MELANIO 


GRAN RESERVA LIMITADA 


The Oliva Serie V Melanio is hand rolled using expertly fermented 
ligero fillers, leaves known for their robust and rich flavor. This special 
cigar Is sure to exceed a premium cigar smoker’s highest expectations. 


Blending Notes: The Serie V Melanio is full flavored yet smooth. The 
long filler tobaccos are a blend of Oliva Nicaraguan Habano that 
emphasizes tobacco from the Jalapa region, an area known for a more 
nuanced leaf than the Esteli or Condega regions. ‘This carefully aged 
Jalapa blend produces a particularly flavored smoke. 


COMPLEX / SMOOTH / BALANCED 


Wrapper: Ecuadorian 
Binder: Nicaraguan 
Filler: Nicaraguan 


fr 
For more information, visit us at 
www.olivacigar.com 
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The Scottsdale, Arizona, area 
is home to some of the world’s 
most stunning golf courses, 
and a host of luxury resorts 
perfect for a golf trip 


BY LARRY OLMSTED 


magine a cactus. There are nearly 

2,000 different kinds of catci 

around the globe, but odds are 

very good that the one you are 
picturing is the saguaro, tall and green 
with curving arms raised towards the 
sky—the stuff of Road Runner cartoons. It 
is the quintessential cactus, yet surpris- 
ingly it is only found in one ecosystem, 
the Sonoran Desert, a relatively tiny 
chunk of the earth’s real estate. The 
Sonoran Desert also happens to be the 
ideal setting for desert golf, a dramatic 
landscape that resembles the ocean floor, 
with a tumultuous, boulder-strewn rocky 
surface that is never quite flat, filled with 
fissures in the form of arroyos, and 
crowned with myriad types of cacti that 
eerily mirror varieties of coral, such as 
branch, brain and reef. It is gorgeous and 
scary at the same time. 


Standing guard like a silent sentry, a mature 
Saguaro cactus watches over the first green at 
The Boulders, one of the many striking golf 
courses found in Scottsdale, Arizona. 








When golf was born in the coastal dunes of Scotland more 
than 500 years ago, there was just one style of design, links golf. 
As the game gained popularity it quickly grew inland, and heath- 
land and parkland styles have existed for centuries. But a fourth 
major design style would not be added until 1962, when accom- 
plished designer Red Lawrence carved out the private Desert 
Forest Club course in Carefree, just north of Scottsdale, Arizona. 
He left nearly two-thirds of the course in its innate wasteland 
state, minimizing grass and following the natural contours, creating 
a risk and reward strategic gem that has remained ranked in the 
nation’s Top 100 ever since. 

Desert Forest created the mold for superior desert golf. 
Often called target golf, this type of course can require hitting 
from one patch of green to the next while braving beautiful but 
harshly penal surroundings. The best desert courses look as if 
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an artist painted islands of green onto a khaki background, and 
then crumbled up the canvas to form jagged peaks and valleys. 
“The appeal of golf in the desert has to do with the sharp contrast 
of playing surfaces,” says Bradley Klein, the longtime former 
Architecture Editor for Golfweek magazine. “The contrast of 
textures is especially strong when you have lush, soft green 
courses seemingly helicoptered in to these harsh, forbidding 
surrounds. There’s a lot of plant life on the desert floor, and it’s of 
such strange beauty—saguaro cacti, prickly pear, cholla—that you 
can’t get it out of your mind while youre playing.” 

The Sonoran Desert has been proven to be the very best setting 
for desert golf design on the planet, and its epicenter is where the 
style was born, the greater Scottsdale area, known in golf travel 
parlance as the “Valley of the Sun.” Every top course architect alive 
has eagerly made the pilgrimage here to lay out fairways and 
greens in this spectacular setting. 

Today, Scottsdale has quality courses and natural beauty in 
spades, but it also has several other assets that make it one of 
the world’s favorite golf vacation destinations. “Scottsdale is 
one of the few of the country’s major golf destinations where 
you don’t have to make any compromises,” says longtime local 
Tom Lehman, U.S. Open champ and former Ryder Cup captain. 
“It’s easy to reach from anywhere in the country. The weather 
is great. The courses and resorts are world-class, and you'll 
never run out of things to do off the course.” Because of the 
ereat weather, flight access and dense concentration of top-tier 
courses, many other golf stars live here, including Phil Mickelson, 
Tom Weiskopf, Cristie Kerr, Kirk Triplett, Hale Irwin, Billy 
Mayfair and many others. But for visitors coming on vacation, 


Scottsdale offers even more: many of the best designs are 
anchored to five-star luxury resorts. It’s also one of the nation’s 
more cigar-friendly golf destinations. 

While most come for the region’s signature desert golf, you'll 
find every kind of layout here, even courses with wall-to-wall 
grass. “Designers have long known that the world’s best environ- 
ment for building desert courses is the Sonoran Desert, and this 
is its heart and soul,” says golf writer Michael Patrick Shiels. 
Despite the overwhelming number of choices, the city layout 
makes planning a golf vacation here surprisingly easy. The biggest 
choice is where to stay, with luxury resorts featuring very different 
styles and character, and the rest a short drive away. These are the 
best options for your trip. 


Fairmont Scottsdale Princess 
& TPC Scottsdale 


The longest-running AAA Five-Diamond resort in Arizona 
(27 straight years), the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess is the fullest 
of the full-service luxury resorts in town. The sprawling 750-room 
complex has multiple restaurants, bars, pools, one of the largest 
and most lavish spas in the Southwest and two exceptional golf 
courses. The lodging highlight is a Fairmont Gold boutique hotel- 
within-the-hotel, with just 69 superior rooms and private lounge. 
There is also a casita section of the resort with 119 larger and 
more residential style suites. The latest addition is 
the Sunset Beach pool complex, which features a 
sparkling white-sand beach. 

The resort is home to two celebrity chefs. 
Michael Mina has an outpost of his popular Bourbon 
Steak here, with an extensive whiskey list, and 
Richard Sandoval operates a fine dining Mexican 
eatery in the hotel and restaurant, and has a rum 
and cigar bar at the golf clubhouse. The Princess 
is especially popular with golfers playing the TPC 
courses, which are immediately adjacent to and 
operated by the hotel, but is also frequented by 
those playing elsewhere who want the full, high- 
energy resort experience, though this can also 
come with a convention feel as the property hosts 
many corporate events and outings. 

The TPC has two courses, and both were 
recently and extensively renovated with new 
bunkers, greens and tees. The most popular by 
far is the Stadium Course (Rating: A-), originally 
designed by Jay Morrish and Tom Weiskopf, and home to the 
annual Waste Management Phoenix Open. This is the most- 
attended golf tournament on earth, “the Greatest Show on 
Grass,” a combination sports spectacle and giant outdoor party 
held each January. 

Golf fans will instantly recognize its par-3 16th, which sits in 
a stadium, an enclosed amphitheater the size of a Major League 
Baseball field. It can hold 16,000 fans. Tiger Woods once wowed 
the thunderous crowds here with a magical hole in one. The 
structure is dismantled after each tournament, so only visitors in 
the weeks before and after the event can experience it just like 


The Monument course at Troon 

North is located next to the Four -” 
Seasons, which just underwent a 

$13 million renovation. 








Cigars In the Desert 
Scottsdale offers plenty of places to light up, but its desert climate is 
the enemy of handmade cigars, which were born in the humid tropics. 
Never leave your cigars out in the open air (even in your hotel room) 
as they will dry out quickly. Remember to keep your cigars in a travel 
humidor or a Boveda bag to keep them supple and smoking well. 
These courses and resorts have plenty of cigar-friendly venues, but 
for even more in the Scottsdale area visit wts.cigaraficionado.com 


the pros, but recently the idea has been floated of leaving the 
stadium up year round. The par-5 13th is also well-known for 
another Woods moment. This is where his 1999 tee shot came to 
rest near an enormous boulder, and a group of spectators moved 
the one-ton rock to allow him to play his shot. (Don’t expect that 
type of help if you end up in the same predicament.) After the 
2016 renovation by Weiskopf, the course is better than ever, with 
significant strategic improvements to every hole. 

The TPC Scottsdale’s Championship Course (rating: B) has 
appreciably less water than its more famous sibling, and signifi- 
cantly more exposed desert waste area, but it’s not in the same 
league as the Stadium course. Designed by Randy Heckenkemper, 
the Championship course is a bit squeezed in at the edge of the 
property, some holes are marred by highway traffic in the sight lines 


a : 


TROON NORTH 


and one is even set between office buildings and the perimeter. 
Its main appeal is as a warm up, or as a second round when playing 
the Stadium layout. 

The Fairmont has plenty of options for cigar lovers. Chef 
Sandoval’s Toro Latin Restaurant & Rum Bar has more than 150 
rums, a good-sized cigar list and a large, outdoor patio where you 
can smoke, eat and drink. There are a few other smoking patios 
around the clubhouse, and they sell cigars on the beverage carts, 
as well as at the Midway Grille and at the Champions Grille. 
It’s an impressive array including Ashton, Cohiba, Macanudo, 
Montecristo, Punch, Rocky Patel and Romeo y Julieta. 
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Four Seasons Scottsdale 
at Troon North 


The Monument course at Troon North, famous for its namesake 
towering boulder in the middle of the third fairway, is the design 
that put desert courses and Scottsdale on the world golf radar and is 
considered the prototype of the region’s many highly acclaimed 
layouts. It also ushered in the high-end daily fee, or “member for a 
day” public experience when it opened in 1989. Troon North Golf 
Club has two 18s, Monument (Rating: A-) and Pinnacle (A-), both 
known for showcasing giant granite boulders and eerie rock forma- 
tions with frequently elevated tee boxes that overlook the fairways, 
and a surprising amount of elevation change and contour. 

Both courses are visually stunning, and both are ranked in the 
Top 100 You Can Play by Golf Magazine, but this comes with a 
caveat. Monument, the original course by Jay Morrish and Tom 
Weiskopf, was long the region’s highest-ranked design. But when 
the second course here opened, called Pinnacle, and designed by 
Weiskopf as a solo project, it didn’t live up to its older sibling’s 
lofty reputation. It had a nearly half-mile gap between holes at 
one point, making it unwalkable. So, a decade later, the two 
courses were rerouted, creating two walkable layouts. It improved 
the quality of Pinnacle, but lowered that of Monument, leaving 
two very good courses instead of a stunner and a good one. 

Most guests who never played the original Monument don’t 
really notice, and enjoy these two quite memorable desert golf expe- 
riences, which are augmented by the state’s only Four Seasons hotel, 
a luxury resort hidden among the rocky canyons of Scottsdale’s 
northern suburbia, giving it an escapist vibe. The hotel just under- 
went a $13 million renovation that included new contemporary 
decor, furnishings and artwork in all 210 casitas and suites. Its 
casita-style, low-rise adobe wings feature large rooms with gas 
fireplaces and Southwestern flair. For cigar lovers, the hotel has a 
pronounced indoor/outdoor emphasis, with all accommodations 
featuring large balconies or ground floor patios, some with outdoor 
firepits, while half now include 60-inch outdoor televisions. The 
culinary options are more fun than the sometimes staid luxury 
brand’s typical offerings, with a fine-dining Spanish steakhouse, 
Talavera, and a bit of Old West flair at Proof, which specializes in 
American comfort foods and boasts a deep Bourbon list. There is 
also an upscale craft cocktail bar, Onyx, and second watering hole 
poolside, along with 18 private cabanas. The Onyx Bar and Lounge 
has a humidor with about a dozen top-name choices, and guests 
are permitted to smoke on the patio. 


The Boulders 


Many of Scottsdale’s top courses are clustered in the northern 
suburbs, and here in aptly named Carefree is one of the region’s 
longest running luxury resorts, the Boulders, which went through a 
massive, multimillion-dollar renovation in 2017. The Boulders 
embraces the rocky, rugged desert setting, most famously in its 160 
freestanding casitas—there are no conventional hotel “rooms” here. 
These irregularly shaped individual units look like they were 
dropped in from “The Flintstones.” They are spacious, boast wood- 
burning fireplaces and private patios, and have all-new interiors. 





TALKING STICK 


The Talking Stick Shadows Cigar Lounge is a cigar aficionado’s haven, 
with an impressive selection of Scotches and cigars. 


The spa was also redone, and is huge relative to the size of the resort. 
Stretching over 1,300-acres, the resort has hiking, tennis and other 
outdoor activities, including its own gorgeous 36-hole desert golf 
facility, with a clubhouse so extensively renovated it is essentially 
new, with a bar, outdoor cocktail patio and a new restaurant. 

There are humidors in the main lobby bar and golf clubhouse, 
with a dozen brands including such rarities as Fuente Fuente 
OpusxX and Liga Privada. All guest casitas and villas have private 
patios for smoking, and there are numerous outdoor fireplaces 
with seating at the restaurants. 

The Boulders Golf Club is sometimes overlooked by visitors 
not staying here, but should not be missed. It has two classic Jay 
Morrish desert layouts, North (B+) and South (B+). Both are 
beautiful, strategically challenging and extremely well main- 
tained, often with the area’s best conditions. Each course 
showcases the 12-million-year-old rock formations on the site, 
with stacks of boulders behind greens framing approaches, and 
many holes require careful shot placement due to ravines. The 
putting surfaces are bentgrass, expensive to maintain but better 
for play. You’ll find more water on the South course, but it is a 
little bit shorter. The resort has a stellar practice facility, and 
almost everyone who stays or visits plays both. You should too. 


Talking Stick Casino Resort 


Markedly different from the other top lodging choices in town, 
Talking Stick is a full-blown casino hotel, with all the 24/7 excite- 
ment, lights, sounds and cocktails that go with it—it’s either your 
style or it is not. But the 36-holes here, designed by Bill Coore and 


Go Time 


Spring and fall are absolutely perfect peak season in the Scottsdale area. 
Winter mornings get a bit chilly, but it is still one of the best choices in 
the Continental United States, with February highs in the mid-7Os. 
Summer is famously hot, consistently over 100 degrees Fahrenheit, but 
as the mercury rises prices drop astonishingly, making summer in 
Scottsdale arguably the best value in great golf anyplace. As a result, 
there really is no bad time of year for Scottsdale golf. —L.O. 
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WE-KO-PA 


Ben Crenshaw and managed by Troon Golf, are absolutely for 
everyone. The resort is closer to downtown Scottsdale than its 
rivals to the North, and the terrain is radically different. Instead of 
target-style designs that require you to hit from one patch of green 
to the next, these feature wall-to-wall turf with almost no trees. 
The risk/reward choices are subtle but constant, with almost every 
hole offering a tighter driving line that pays off with a much easier 
approach shot. This requires real consideration on the tee, and is 
especially poignant when playing it a second time. You can make 
easy bogies by playing it safe and seize birdies by taking risks. 

The challenging O’odham course (A-) has heavily bunkered 
ereens, thick, penal brush, and is considered the marquee layout, 
but in many ways the Piipaash course (A-) is more scenic, varied 
and fun. They complement each other. 

Even though it’s just off the highway and a more urban location, 
Talking Stick has an oasis feel, with no homes visible from the 
courses and little around it, with expansive vistas of the McDowell 
mountains. The hotel has a wide range of rooms and suites, as well 
as the broadest array of dining options of any top resort here. The 
casino is notably home to Shadows Lounge, a hidden and consider- 
ably large indoor and outdoor cigar bar. It has an impressive drink 
list, with around 50 single malts. You'll also find cigars at the golf 
club (Fuente, Macanudo, Punch, Romeo y Julieta) and you can 
smoke on the patio around a large fire pit overlooking the courses. 


We-Ko-Pa Golf Club 


Of all the great 36-hole facilities in Scottsdale, We-Ko-Pa is the best, 
and worth the trip wherever you are staying. You can stay on site at 
the We-Ko-Pa Resort, but it is somewhat remote and not on par in 
terms of the luxury available in the area. The casino here is 34 years 
old, with plans for a new one scheduled for 2020. 

But you must come for the golf, for We-Ko-Pa has the two 
highest-ranked Scottsdale courses by Golf Magazine. Cholla 
(rating: A), designed by Scott Miller in 2002, came first, and was 
followed by Saguaro (A) in 2007 by Coore and Crenshaw. All 
100-plus bunkers on Saguaro were redone as part of a course 
upgrade at the end of 2018. The minimalist courses combine the 
best of the local desert beauty and dramatic landscape with risk/ 
reward decision making. On almost every hole (other than the 
par 3s) the golfer has a wide range of choices of clubs to hit, and 
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We-Ko-Pa has the best golf 
in Scottsdale, if not the best 
accommodations. 


you might tee off with everything from a low iron to a fairway 
wood in addition to a driver during a round. 

The courses at We-Ko-Pa are among the most walkable in the 
region. Both are so good it is hard to choose between them, so 
many visitors play both in the same day. They sell cigars in the 
clubhouse and on beverage carts and have three different smoking 
areas, including a very large covered patio between the pro shop 
and main restaurant, the We-Ko-Pa Grille. There is also a cigar- 
friendly patio at the smaller Saguaro Grill satellite restaurant. 


Grayhawk Golf Club 


The club championship boards at Grayhawk are filled with famous 
names. The two layouts have hosted a number of high-profile 
events, and have long served as a pro-am venue for the Waste 
Management Phoenix Open. From 2020 to 2022 it will host the 
NCAA Men’s and Women’s National Championships. 

The Raptor course (B+) was designed by Tom Fazio and 
stretches just over 7,000 yards, with generous fairways and large 
ereens, but plenty of protection in the form of deep greenside 
bunkers, harsh desert waste and water. Talon (B+) was done by 
David Graham and Gary Panks. It is known for its large, multitiered 
ereens, confidence inspiring to the eye but reducing their effective 
size, and unlike its neighbor, has little penalty for missing the 
greens, encouraging a lot of up and down heroics. 

Both courses throw a little bit of everything at the visitor—if it’s 
your first stop you might feel shock and awe. There is plenty of 
desert, plus creeks, ravines, elevation changes, mountain vistas, 
do-or-die heroics, deep, railroad-tie-faced bunkers, an island green 
and even a five-tiered waterfall next to the final hole on Talon. In 
terms of design, Talon and Raptor are not held in as high esteem as 
We-Ko-Pa and Troon North, but they are plenty of fun. 

Grayhawk, which has no on-site lodging, has a long affiliation 
with Phil Mickelson. Phil’s Grill is named after him, and the 
restaurant has a humidor with offerings from Macanudo, Ashton, 
Romeo y Julieta, Punch, and a cigar-friendly patio. 

Most visitors enjoy lunch at Phil’s Grille between rounds. 
Then again, most visitors to Scottsdale enjoy everything about 
their golf trip. + 


Larry Olmsted is a CIGAR AFICIONADO contributing editor. 
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MORTLACH 12 Year Old Single Malt Scotch Whisky. 43.496 Alc/Vol. Imported by Diageo, Norwalk, CT. 
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Eric, Drew, and Bobby Newman 
are standing on the rooftop of 

El Reloj, J.C. Newman's 109-year 
-old cigar factory in the Ybor City 
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The Leading Whisky Festival &/% in North America 
WASHINGTON, DC SAN FRANCISCO NEW YORK 


April 10, 2019 October 4, 2019 Decmber 3, 2019 


Join Us For a N ight of 
ererere Whiskies , Good Food, 








¢ Meet the distillers and master blenders. 
¢ Attend in-depth Tasting Seminars by 
whisky experts—no additional cost! 
¢ Enjoy a gourmet buffet all evening. 
¢ Special Bonus: Receive a one-year 
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Order Tickets at WhiskyFest.com 


* Current subscriptions will be extended. 





Sometimes underestimated 
and misunderstood, the 
premier whisky of 


the East ts suddenly 
making a splash 


BY JACK BETTRIDGE 
PHOTOGRAPH BY JEFF HARRIS 


cotch, Irish, Canadian and 
American whisky all have 
centuries of heritage, as 
well as colorful anecdotes 
id at-uumbalel buceCcupnsloleyelcvenuennercoam preform 
legging and even a rebellion. But 
how many Western whiskies have 
inspired a TV soap opera? Japa- 
nese whisky has. And if that’s not 
a sign that this spirit has arrived, 


NIKKA WHISKY 
FROM 
THE BARREL 


alcsi4 


4 RE- 


HIBIKL @ qi 


su NTORY WHISEY Pi 
- Ss pede xf 
Pe ripe igre ally aged whaekene 
a PF) TS Ml 


i) 


mm Fi 
oo ak 


pp 


pQe4 et 


Leu 


/ 
en pn 
py? de 


eb ee 
BO yl 
pe 


ple 
WY, YE Lie 


| wa 


HELA 
bela) 
TY see 











consider that it is achieving enormous growth in American 
consumption and that a whisky from Japan is the reigning Whisky 
Advocate magazine Whisky of the Year. 

Not so long ago, the young Japanese whisky industry didn’t 
have that cache—at least among the uninitiated. In 2005, when 
Bill Murray mugged with mock intensity in the movie Lost in 
Translation about “Suntory time,’ his passion played like a goof 
to American audiences. Today, you’d be doing yourself a disser- 
vice by not recognizing that it is time for a host of excellent 
Japanese whiskies that translate into brilliant partners for cigars. 

In less than a decade, Japanese whisky imports to America 
have grown some thirtyfold, going from 13,000 proof gallons in 
2010 to 401,000 in 2017 according to Impact Databank. That not 
only includes the blended whiskies for which the country had 
been most known internationally, but some of the exalted single 
malts that are finally reaching our shores. 

One impediment to Americans embracing Japanese whisky 
has been the supply conundrum: A market can’t grow without 
available goods, but the goods often don’t become available with- 
out growth. That barrier is crumbling. The above-mentioned 
Whisky of the Year, Nikka Whisky From the Barrel, holds cult 
status among whisky cognoscenti and has been around for three 
decades, but wasn’t shipped here. That changed in 2018. 

Another stumbling block has been perception. A pervasive 
feeling was that Japanese whisky was simply a poor imitation of 





HAKUSHU 18 YEARS 
86 proof, $250 


An extra six years in the mountains on the 
older Hakushu gives the 18-year-old malt big 
caramel and toast notes to go with its honey, 
mint and ginger flavors. The finish is very 
long. Spice exudes from the Alec Bradley 
with the addition of the Hakushu, but the 
cigar doesn’t return the favor much. The 
Fuente becomes smoother and boosts the 
whisky’s extensive finish. 


The Pairings 


For us an important measure of a spirit is how 
it plays with a smoke. We paired a selection of 
Japanese whiskies with two cigars: the Alec 
Bradley Prensado Lost Art Churchill, a rich and 
earthy smoke with notes of graham cracker 
and chocolate-covered raisins, and the Arturo 
Fuente Don Carlos Robusto, which shows a mix 
of spice, caramel and nougat. 


HIBIKI 17 YEARS 86 proof $750 


Hibiki is one of our favorite blends— 
worldwide—and its name, meaning harmony, 
explains why. A sweet, fruity, oily, almost 
Bourbon nose becomes complex on the 
palate, with caramel, maple, cocoa, berries, 
orange peel and hazelnut, before a very long, 
sweet and creamy finish. The Alec Bradley 
finds perfect balance here, especially with 
the maple, and the whisky picks up some 
solid earthy notes. With the Fuente it’s a 
song-and-dance number, also very balanced, 


Scotch without an identity of its own. You can dismiss the descrip- 
tive “poor” right away. Japanese liquor is of high quality and not 
particularly cheap, with many bottles retailing for hundreds of 
dollars. Hibiki 17, for example, carries a pricetag of $150, when you 
can find it. Yamazaki 18 sells for $250. And while it undeniably 
occupies a space near Scotch on a tasting wheel, Japanese whisky 
has its own distinct character, with a separate sensibility and its 
own particular tasting notes. The easy cliché of cultural compari- 
son would be that Japanese whisky is exotic and ethereal next to 
forthright Scotch. Translated into straightforward tasting notes, 
that means you'll find such Asian flavors as ginger, eucalyptus, 
plum, sandalwood and incense in Japanese versions. 

The notion of a Scotch/Japanese connection didn’t appear out 
of thin air. The two whiskies have a long history, which also 
happens to be the basis for the soap opera “Massan.” While the 
television show takes liberties with the facts for added drama, the 
general story is correct. Masataka Taketsuru, a talented young 
distiller, traveled to Scotland in 1918 to study chemistry at the 
University of Glasgow. After apprenticing at three distilleries, he 
returned with a Scots wife, Rita Cowan, and a purpose: to make 
“real whisky” in Japan. Taketsuru went to work for Shinjiro Torii, 
a liquor dealer who founded what would become Suntory. 
Together they opened the Yamazaki distillery in 1923. Taketsuru 
would split from Torii and, with his wife, founded the Yoichi dis- 
tillery in 1934. The resulting company would become Nikka. 


HAKUSHU 12 YEARS 86 proof $85 


Suntory established its second distillery in 
19735 in a mountainside forest and this single 
malt reflects the venue with the freshness of 
Spicy sandalwood, honey, lemon and ginger, 
with just a wisp of peat. The Alec Bradley 
gives the whisky hearty notes and gets back 
more complexity as well as a chunky 

core. The Fuente’s chalk quickly turns richer 
and its caramel more substantive. The whisky 
gets a cheddar note. 


MIYAGIKYO SINGLE MALT 
90 proof, $80 


Miyagikyo, Nikka’s second distillery, was built 
in 1969 in a more southerly mountain region, 
in direct contrast to its Yoichi distillery. Made 
with very little peat, this malt shows off a 
range of fruits, including pears and peaches, 
as well as cinnamon and ginger spices. The 
whisky gets big and creamy alongside the 
Fuente, while the cigar turns salty. With the 
whisky, the Alec Bradley oozes with sugar. 
This pairing may be too cloying for some. 


but with leather appearing on the cigar. The 
blend becomes richer as well. 


JO 





CIGARS: JOHN CURRY 























NIKKA COFFEY MALT WHISKY 
90 proof, $75 


Using a Coffey (or column) still with barley 
malt makes this Miyagikyo whisky quite the 
rarity. The arrangement vibrantly calls to 
mind dark rum and Irish whisky with its 
cocoa butter, banana and bread dough notes. 
The Alec Bradley is tempered with suave 
nuance, while the rum on the whisky morphs 
into toffee and coffee. The Fuente pairs well 
with the rum and bananas, becoming chunky 
and sweet, but doesn’t give much in return. 


YAMAZAKI 12 YEARS 
86 proof, $85 


Made in the original Suntory distillery, this 
Single malt is candied with citrus and meaty 
fruits that feature nectarine as well as creamy 
vanilla and a slight toast that becomes peaty 
on the finish. Stilton cheese flavor arises on 
the whisky in the Alec Bradley pairing. 

The cigar gets a welcome apricot note. 

Both become spicy. The Fuente Its fairly 
fueled by the whisky, quickly getting to Its 
nougat notes and imparting more smoke 

to the whisky. 
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NIKKA TAKETSURU PURE MALT 
86 proof, $70 


This substantial whisky is made with a blend 
of malts from the Miyagikyo and Yoichi 
distilleries, combining Bourbon, Sherry and 
new American oak casks. The balanced 
mixture includes notes of hard candy, toffee 
and wisps of smoke. The Fuente grabs 
warmth and caramel from the whisky and 
enlivens the malt’s Bourbon. The Alec 
Bradley binds with the whisky’s sweetness 
with poignant results as the Bourbon 
character lends substance. 


YAMAZAKI 18 YEARS 
86 proof, $250 


The distillery’s older malt displays a 
oreponderance of Sherry cask aging with a 
floral and fruit character. A caramel and 
vanilla nose becomes candied on the palate 
with dark fruits, molasses and wood. The 
finish is extended with barrel flavors and still 
more fruit. With the Alec Bradley the fruity 
note is boosted, while the cigar also gets 
sweeter. The Fuente imparts spice to the 
whisky, and Is repaid with a hearty tone. 
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NIKKA WHISKY FROM THE BARREL 
102.8 proof, $65 


The Whisky Advocate Whisky of the Year 
took that plaudit for a reason. This blend is 
the antidote to malt snobbery, with its mix of 
Stone fruits, Eastern (ginger) and Western 
(white pepper) spices as well as toffee, 
butterscotch and maple. Its a nuanced match 
with the Alec Bradley, which gave nougat 
and cinnamon graham cracker as the 
dividends. The Fuente took on sweetness and 
Spice. The whisky showed off its latent peat 
and toast. 


YOICHI SINGLE MALT 
90 proof, $80 


Yoichi was Nikka’s original distillery, built by 
Masataka Taketsuru in 1954 on the coastal 
olains of the northernmost of Japan’s three 
main islands. As such the whisky absorbs sea 
Spray, reminiscent of Islay, to go with meaty 
fruit, nuts and peat. The Alec Bradley melds 
happily with the whisky’s fruit and cocoa and 
repays It with an earth foundation. The 
Fuente takes fruit flavor and salt to go with 
its chalk, while returning some hearty notes. 








Making a highball by hand is a 
Japanese ritual (above and below), 
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The Highball 


The highball cocktail (simply whisky, ice and water or soda) 
may be an American invention, but the Japanese elevated it to 
high art. Mixing what the Japanese call mizuwari can be a ritual 
that includes ice cubes hand cut out of blocks and precise 
numbers of stirs with exacting technique. Since the ceremony is 
not likely to be accurately recreated in many American bars, 
Suntory created the Toki Highball Machine, named for the 
brand’s blended whisky brand. The tap device—similar in format 
to a beer keg—blends high-pressure soda water with whisky as 
it goes in the glass. The default setting for the whisky-to-soda 
ratio is the Japanese standard (i.e., rather weak) but it can be 
customized. So far only available in commercial establishments, 
the device has appeared in more than 70 bars in just its first 
year in the United States. The fact that it isn’t being marketed 
to the general public may not be a bad thing. Those mizuwaris 
go down way too easy. 





The two men weren’t the first to make whisky in the country. 
But they did create the first dedicated whisky distilleries (that is, 
they weren’t Sake or fruit liqueur facilities that made whisky on 
the side). Like many Scotch distilleries they were located in vales, 
near excellent water sources, and they borrowed the shapes of 
their copper pot stills from Scottish examples. 

Despite any efforts to replicate the Scotch style, the new 
venue would end up putting its own stamp on the spirit. One 
reason was a matter of national taste. The Japanese people often 
preferred light blends to use as part of a highball. After Suntory’s 
first blend proved too heavy and smoky, subsequent efforts 
reflected Japanese preferences. 

The two countries also take different approaches to the 
business of blending. In Scotland, blenders can procure a host 
of single malts from among the 100 or so distilleries in that 
country to create their distinct products. No such trading 
between distillers and blenders exists in Japan. To achieve 
complexity, a blender must create a range of components. One 
way to do that is to operate more than one distillery, using dif- 
ferent venues. Suntory has three: Yamazaki, Hakushu and Chita. 


]2 


Nikka has two: Yoichi and Miyagikyo. In one facilty a number of 
styles can be made. Distilleries coax out different flavors using 
various barley strains, yeasts and peat levels. Other methods are 
lengthening the fermentation time of the mash or using novel 
filtration media, such as bamboo. 

As with any whisky, the wood in which it is aged is of para- 
mount importance, and the Japanese use many variants. Now a 
huge company including Jim Beam and several Scotch makers, 
Suntory has access to a spectrum of casks. But during World II, it 
was cut off from American and European oak, so mizunara, an 
indigenous oak, was pressed into service. While that moist wood 
is more susceptible to leaking, it is still used today for its incense 
note. For its impressive Hibiki blend, Suntory also finishes some 
whisky in casks formerly used to store umeshu, a popular Japanese 
plum liqueur. 

When you start to consider all the variables available to the 
industry, you get a sense of how Nikka Whisky From the Barrel 
can claim to have 100 or more different constituents in its blend. 
You also begin to understand that when East meets West in the 
art of whisky making, it is foolish to make facile assumptions. 
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HISTORY 


The standout steakhouse Keens ts decorated with tens of thousands 
of clay pipes harkening back to the smoky days of yore 


BY MERVYN ROTHSTEIN 
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Keens, a New York City institution, is decorated with more 
than 45,000 clay pipes accumulated over the landmark’s 
13-decade run. They adorn nearly every inch of the ceiling. 
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hey look like birds in flight. A giant flock, 
tens of thousands of them, thin and white, 
gliding across the ceiling at, of all places, a 
Midtown Manhattan restaurant. 

A closer look reveals that they are pipes— 
churchwarden pipes—with long, svelte 
stems leading to the bowls, reminders 
of the renowned 134-year history 

of Keens, the popular and highly rated steak- and 
chophouse on West 36th Street near Herald 
Square. There are 45,000 of them hanging on the 
ceiling and the walls, with an equal amount in 
the restaurant’s storage area. 

These pipes were made for smoking, and 
that’s what Keens’ diners did for decades, its 
rooms filled with the fragrant aromas of its 
patrons’ tobaccos of choice. The rich and 
famous, the powerful and elite, and the average 
Joe alike would arrive for dinner, tuck into 
giant mutton chops or aged steaks, and after- 
ward call for their pipes, carefully numbered and 
stored in-house, and light up to continue their con- 
versations over smoke. 

Among those renowned who had their own pipes 
here—which are visible today behind glass on the restaurant’s 
walls—were Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Herbert Hoover, 
Will Rogers, Babe Ruth, General Douglas MacArthur, George M. 
Cohan, Enrico Caruso, Diamond Jim Brady and Albert Einstein. 

When Einstein, for example, was contemplating the nature of 
the universe, he would often do so with a pipe between his lips. 
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For the master 20th-century scientist, a pipe was something 
special. Smoking one, he is reported to have said, contributed “to 
a somewhat calm and objective judgment in all human affairs.” 
Even when he gave up smoking, he was said to chew on an empty 
pipe. And one place Einstein would enjoy his pipe—as more than 
90,000 other fellow humans would relish theirs—was at Keens. 
“It’s a special thing to be in a place that has been around 
all these years,” says Bonnie Jenkins, who has been 
general manager of the restaurant since 1997. “It 
really does have that feel that it’s the real deal. It’s 
not just pretending to be something.” 
Indeed, visiting the restaurant these days is 
a bit like traveling back in time to a remnant of 
the late 19th century—it dates from 1885— 
while at the same time experiencing a place 
consistently rated as among the top steak- 
houses in all of New York City. 
The restaurant, which can seat up to 300 
diners, retains its yesteryear ambiance with its 
dark oak-wood paneling, frosted-glass windows, 
and leather banquettes and booths. More than 
500 artifacts festoon the walls, including more 
than a century’s worth of newspaper front pages, 
theater playbills, vaudeville posters, cartoons, photos, 
lithographs and paintings. One is reputed to be the playbill 
(complete with bloodstains) that President Abraham Lincoln 
received when he arrived to see the comedy Our American Cousin 
at Ford’s Theater in Washington in April 1865, and was holding 
when he was shot. (Next to it is a framed newspaper article 
apparently proving the playbill’s provenance.) There’s an 
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Available at the finest tobacconists worldwide. 
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An Unabridged Whisky List 


A” meal that features slabs of steak 
as thick as a dictionary deserves 
fitting bibulous bookends, and at Keens 
that begins by selecting from a long list 
of whiskies, with around 240 single-malt 
Scotches alone. 

Veteran malt drinkers will be trans- 


authentic British Royal Coat of Arms carved in oak, an 1880s 
color lithograph from the Broadway play Peck’s Bad Boy, and a 
menu autographed by Joe DiMaggio. 

The restaurant has four upstairs rooms, each with a theme. 
The Lincoln Room displays the presidential-assassination play- 
bill, and also has many political cartoons on the walls. The Lambs 
Room, the largest, features a sizable 1898 painting of a tiger by the 
American artist Alexander Pope, as well as photographs of the 
Shakespearean actors who created the original Lambs Club. The 
Bull Moose Room honors Teddy Roosevelt and his Bull Moose 
Party, with a massive head of a bull moose hanging over the fire- 
place. It has Civil War relics and an interesting birth chart from 
1903, which shows that a baby was born every three minutes on 
the Lower East Side, compared to one every three weeks on the 
Upper West Side. The Lillie Langtry room honors the actress who 
successfully turned what was a men’s-only dining establishment 
into a place women could frequent. In 1905, attired in satin gown 
and feather boa, she was refused entry. She sued, and eventually 
won. After the suit, Keens, to offset any bad publicity, took out an 
ad that said, “Ladies are in luck—they can now dine at Keens.” 

Keens has been known for its pipes, as well as for its food, 
from its beginnings. Back in the early days of Keens, an era when 
smoking was ubiquitous in restaurants, you could get your own 
pipe, as well as a yearly membership in the eatery’s Pipe Room, for 
$5. Each pipe had a number on the bowl, unique to its owner. 
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~ ported to a time when the vast majority 
of single malts bore age statements, 
often denoting multiple decades in 
barrel. With its salt-breeze essence, the 
discontinued Old Pulteney 21 year old 
($28) is perfect to prepare for seafood, 
while Glenfarclas 25 year old ($30) 


offers the deep red fruit, smooth texture 
and oak to carry through a steak dinner. 

Among the perfect after-dinner 
ounctuation marks are three entries 
from Scotland’s long-closed Brora 
Distillery, including Brora 2008 Release 
25 year old ($59). This extremely desir- 
able bottle now tops $1,500 at retail and 
auction, making a pour of this legendary, 
muscular whisky a bargain. The entry 
for 35-year-old Brora ($89) is one of a 
handful marked by an asterisk—Keens’ 
code for the last of the bottle, so act 
fast if you wish to get a taste of these 
dwindling drams. 

Not all of the whisky list dwells in 
Keens’ whisky time capsule. Catering to 
modern tastes, the bourbon and rye sec- 
tion features craft distillers, like Balcones 
and WhistlePig. And the Japanese entries 
span delicate pre-dinner drams from 
Fukano and Ohishi to rarities like Yamazaki 
Mizunara 2017 18 year old ($132). 

In this temple of excess, It’s fitting 
to end your meal with a dram from this 
list, which consistently reaches for the 
top-shelf. 

—Jeffery Lindenmuth, executive 
editor of Whisky Advocate 


Diners received a membership card, a lifetime membership, with 
pipe number and name. 

The tradition of leaving one’s pipe at an inn or restaurant 
dates back to 17th-century England, the restaurant says. Unlike a 
sturdy briar, the thin, clay churchwarden pipes—each measuring 
about 15 inches long, with a long, slim stem and delicate bowl— 
were far too fragile for travel. Keens offered to keep them on the 
premises and bring them to patrons when they dined. A pipe 
warden guarded the collection of delicate pipes, and pipe boys 
would carry the appropriate ones to the tables when you wanted 
to smoke after a meal, often a lunch or dinner of what became the 
restaurant’s signature dish, a two-pound mutton chop. 

When a smoker died, his pipe’s stem would be ceremonially 
broken. Friends would gather at the restaurant and sometimes 
smoke the pipe together. Then they would break the stem of the 
pipe so no one else could smoke it. 

Today, with smoking no longer allowed inside New York City 
restaurants, current members become honorary pipe members. 
They can buy a pipe for $35 (plus tax) and sign it. Keens orders 
about 1,000 every year, general manager Jenkins says. Most are 
made in Holland by a company called Royal Delft—Keens is the 
only customer. Pipes can no longer be stored at the restaurant, 
but people buy them as keepsakes. 

Keens (no apostrophe) Chophouse, as it was first known, was 
the creation of theater producer Albert Keen. Before 1885, the 
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A Lamb In Mutton’s Clothing 


[ite say you should never ask a lamb” because It’s not certifiable mutton. 
lady her age, and so it is with the America lost its taste for Cand supply of) 
Keens Mutton Chop. In neither case fully grown sheep back when cigars cost 
does it matter. The Keens chop may not about 10 cents apiece. But they source 
technically be old enough to qualify as older-than-normal sheep and procure a 
real mutton, but it’s nevertheless unlike cut called the saddle, sawn from the loin 
any lamb chop or leg you’ve ever had. of the lamb (between the leg and rib) 
And this intimidating beast—close where one would place a saddle if you One bite of the $60 dish and you will 
to two pounds of thick meat and bone could ride such a creature. be hooked, as the Mutton Chop delivers 
made for unapologetic carnivores—is Keens butchers the meat so that it hearty, slightly gamey and undeniably 
what you should order on your visit. Yes, has tenderloin in the center with rich, satisfying flavor no beef can truly match. 
the steaks are very good, but you can fatty, belly meat wrapped around it, And don’t neglect the sauteed escarole 
get good steak all over Manhattan. Only almost like a pair of wings. It’s seasoned, that comes with it—that way you can tell 
at Keens will you find the Mutton Chop. broiled and then slow-roasted, to be everyone you’ve had your veggies. 
Keens also calls the cut “mature served on a plate with a bit of lamb jus. —David Savona 
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West 36th Street restaurant, in the thick of what was then New 
York City’s theater district, was part of the New York version of 
the Lambs Club, an organization of actors, composers, comedians 
and other theater folk that had originated in London and that 
Keen managed. After Keen opened the independent restaurant, 
it became known as a theatrical hangout. Performers from the 
Garrick Theatre nearby would sneak out at intermission in 
makeup and costume to gird themselves for the second act. 

The Keens of 2019 is known for the high quality of its steaks 
and chops. But the modern version of the legendary mutton chop 
(see sidebar) is most definitely muttonless, actually a 26-ounce, 
two-inch-tall saddle of lamb, on the bone. “Sometimes it’s slightly 
bigger, sometimes slightly smaller, though they are weighed,” 
Jenkins says. The change occurred not long after World War II, 
she says, when mutton fell out of favor among American diners, 
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Diners tuck away at the 
beef and lamb under the 
gaze of those old pipes. 


and top-quality mutton became difficult to find. So by the late 
1940s, lamb became the more palatable option. 

The lamb that makes up Keens mutton chop is definitely a 
little older than spring lamb, so it has a stronger flavor. “We shoot 
for about 10 months, and that’s mostly for size,” says Jenkins. 
“You want to get a good-size mutton chop.” 

The mutton chop and Keens are inseparable. “There were 
always accolades behind the mutton chop,” Jenkins says. “It was 
always sort of unique to Keens.” The one millionth serving of the 
two-pound mutton chop was sold in 1935. It was devoured by 
Warren T. Godfroy, an insurance man who had been a customer 
for a quarter century. A procession accompanied the dish to the 
table, with an employee in a Beefeater costume playing a bugle. 

Now of course it’s Keens Steakhouse and there are many 
other choices, though “Chophouse” remains on the sign outside. 
Traditional and highly rated steakhouse fare—filet mignon, 
sirloin, prime rib, porterhouse—make up much of the menu, and 


82 


are a reason for the restaurant’s almost universal high ratings. 

Keens is known for its drink as well as its food, particularly 
its menu of Scotches, a collection begun by George Schwarz, its 
late owner. The restaurant claims that the thick list (see sidebar) 
is tops among Manhattan restaurants. 

The bar area contains many photos from parties that 
happened at Keens. One from August 29, 1908, shows the United 
States Olympic team (all men) at a table. Over the bar itself rests 
a painting of a reclining and very nubile nude woman—‘“Miss 
Keens,” named by Schwarz—staring forthrightly at the drinking 
patrons. It’s a typical saloon painting from the late 1890s. No one 
knows who painted her. 

The long story of Keens nearly came to an end 40 years ago. 
In 1978, Keens was close to shutting its doors for good, racked by 
the economy and old-age disrepair. New York City itself had been 
on the verge of financial collapse—three years earlier, its Daily 
News newspaper had announced in large black letters on page 
one that President Ford had told the city to “drop dead,” and the 
crisis had affected businesses throughout the Big Apple. 

The theater district had long moved to Times Square, the 
Metropolitan Opera, which had been four blocks away and 
provided many a patron, had moved in the 1960s to Lincoln 
Center, and old-style restaurants had lost some of their allure. 
Guard dogs sat in the restaurant after it was closed. 

To the rescue rode Schwarz, a Frankfurt, Germany-born 
physician and restaurateur who fled from Hitler as a child and 
owned the successful One Fifth and Elephant & Castle in 
Greenwich Village, and his wife, the Austrian-born artist Kiki 
Kogelnik. They had an architect look at it who said it would be no 
trouble to renovate. It turned out to be huge. The renovation took 
three years, and cost more than $1.4 million. There was a longer 
bar, new floors and air conditioning, and cleaning for those endless 
pieces of history on all the walls. Schwarz died in 2016, Kogelnik 
in 1997. Today, the restaurant is part of Schwarz’s estate. 

Keens is once again busy, a New York institution, with diners 
who tuck away at the hefty servings of beef and lamb under the 
gaze of those old pipes. When asked, the restaurant will attempt 
to find the pipes of yesteryear for the owners, relatives or descen- 
dants of pipe owners. People call or write, either looking for their 
own pipe, or perhaps a churchwarden once owned by a loved one. 
The search isn’t always easy. The 1970s renovation and a long-ago 
fire affected the ease of recovery, so having the number available 
is usually essential. “If you don’t have it, it’s nearly impossible, 
because the records aren’t in the best of shape,” Jenkins says. “It’s 
a little like finding a needle in a haystack.” 

Those “needles,” even now, remain worth finding, and the 
sight of those bird-seeming objects on Keens’ ceiling and walls 
elicits smiles, nods of recognition at their illustrious owners, and 
a mood of excitement at the sense of history, the remembrance of 
pipes past, that the restaurant evokes. The Victorian English 
novelist Edward Bulwer-Lytton wrote that “a pipe is the fountain 
of contemplation, the source of pleasure, the companion of 
the wise.” 

At Keens, you can find 90,000 of those companions. * 


Mervyn Rothstein is a CIGAR AFICIONADO contributing editor. 


EVAN SUNG 


Honey-sweet spices, 
oak-wood and 
hints of salt-air. 





The smooth finish and gentle flavors of our whisky 
come from an unhurried process. Patience is our most 
important ingredient. 
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Oban Single Malt Scotch Whisky, 43% Alc/Vol. Imported by Diageo, Norwalk, CT M, 
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LAS VEGAS CHICAGO 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019 THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019 FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019 
6:00 - 10:00 PM 6:00 - 10:00 PM 6:00 - 10:00 PM 





ARGENTINA 
Achaval-Ferrer 
Alta Vista 
Bodegas Salentein 
Catena Zapata 
Cheval des Andes 
Colome 

El Esteco 

Piedra Negra 
Susana Balbo 
Trapiche 

Vina Cobos 
#uccardi 


AUSTRALIA 
First Drop 
Giant Steps 
Hickinbotham 
Innocent Bystander 
John Duval 
Leeuwin Estate 
Mollydooker 
Penfolds 
Torbreck 
Yalumba 


AUSTRIA 


Laurenz V 


CHILE 

Almaviva 

Clos Apalta 
Concha y Toro 
Hacienda Araucano 
Miguel Torres Chile 
Montes 

Neyen 

VIK 

Vina San Pedro 
Vifia Santa Rita 


FRANCE 


Alsace 
F. E. Trimbach 


Beauljolals 
Chateau Moulin-a-Vent 
Maison L'Envoye 


Bordeaux 
Chateau Angélus 
Chateau Clarisse 
Chateau du Tertre 
Chateau Duhart-Milon 
Chateau La Gaffeliére 
Chateau Pape Clement 
Chateau Talbot 
Domaine de Chevalier 
La Chapelle de la Mission 

Haut-Brion 

Le Clarence de Haut-Brion 
Le Dragon de Quintus 


Burgundy 
Albert Bichot 
Domaine Laroche 
Lous Latour 
Champagne 
Alfred Gratien 
Barons de Rothschild 
Besserat de Bellefon 
Collet 
G.H. Mumm 
Henriot 
Lanson 
Louls Roederer 
Nicolas Feuillatte 
Perrier-Joueéet 


Languedoc-Roussillon 
Francois Lurton - 
Mas Janell 
Gérard Bertrand 
Loire 
Pascal Jolivet 


Provence 
Chateau D'Esclans 
Domaines Ott 


Rhéne 
Chateau La Nerthe 
Famille Perrin 
Ferraton Pere & Fils 
Gabriel Meffre 
Jean-Luc Colombo 
Southwest France 


Georges VIQOuUrouXx - 
Chateau de Haute-Serre 


GERMANY 


Or, Loosen 
Hans Wirsching 


GREECE 


Ktima Gerovassillou 


HUNGARY 


Alana-Tokaj 
Oremus 


ISRAEL 


Recanati 
ITALY 


Abruzzi 
Masciarell| 
Campania 
Mastroberaraino 
Friuli/Venezia-Giulia 
Bastianich 
Jermann 
Livio Felluga 
Marco Felluga 
Lombardy 
Ca del Bosco 


Piedmont 
Aldo Conterno 
Ceretto 
Darnilane 
Giovanni Sordoa 
Marchesi di Barolo 


Michele Chiarla 
Paolo Scavino 
Pio Cesare 
Renato Ratti 


Sardinia 
Argiolas 


Sicily 


Donnafugata 
Planeta 
Tasca ad Almerita 


Trentino/Alto Adige 
Elena Waich 
Ferrari Trento 
Nals Margreia 


Tuscany 
Altesine 
Antinor 
Argiana 
Bindi Sergaral 
Brancala 
Caliarossa 
Caparzo 
Carpineto 
Casanova di Neri 
Castellare ai Castellina 
Castello Banfi 
Castello di Albola 
Castello di Monsanto 
Castello di Volpaia 
Ciacci Piccolomini 

D'Aragona 

Fattoria dei Barbi 
Félsina 
Fontodl 
Frescobaldi 
Fuligni 
La Gerla 
Lamole ci Lamole 
Marzei 
Poliziano 
Rocca delle Macie 
San Felice 
San Filippo 
Siro Pacenti 
Tenuta di Biserno 
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Tenuta Luce 
Tenuta San Guido 
Tenuta Sette Ponti 
Valdicava 


Umbria 
Colpetrone 


Veneto 
Allegrini 
Masi 
Pieropan 
Zenato 


NEW ZEALAND 
Craggoy Range 
Greywacke 
Mud House 


PORTUGAL 
Blandy’s 
Casa Ferreirinha 
Croft 
Fonseca 
Herdade do Esporao 
Pocas 
Prats & Symington 
QGuinta do Chocapalhna 
Quinta do Crasto 
Quinta do Vale Medao 
Quinta do Vallado 
Ramos-Pinto 
Taylor Fladgate 
W. & J. Granam 
Wine & Soul 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Klein Constantia 
Rust en Vrede 


SPAIN 
Abadia Retuerta 
Alién 
Alto Moncayo 
Alvear 
Beronia 
Bilbainas 
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Bodegas Familiares 
Matarromera 

Bodegas La Cafia 

Breca 

Codorniu 

CVNE 

El Nido 

Emilio Moro 

Familia Torres 

Godelia 

Gonzalez Byass 

Josep Maria 
Raventos | Blanc 

La Rioja Alta 

LAWN 

Marques de Caceres 

Marques de Murrieta 

Marques oe Riscal 

Muga 

Ossian 

Pago de Carraovejas 

Protos 

Scala Dei 

Teso La Monja 

Volver 


URUGUAY 


Bodega Garzon 
UNITED STATES 


California 
Adobe Road 
Alpha Omega 
Beaulieu 
Belle Glos 
Benovia 
Beringer 
Caymus 
Chalk Hill Estate 
Charles Krug 
Chimney Rock 
Cirq 
Crown Point 
Ernest & Julio Gallo 
Far Niente 
Fess Parker 


A souvenir Riedel™ glass and a delicious buffet included with every ticket 


GRANDTOUR.WINESPECTATOR.COM 


BUY TICKETS AT 


240+ OF THE WORLD’S FINEST WINERIES 
ALL WINES RATED 90+ 


Gary Farrell 
Guarachi Family 
HALL 
Hertz 
Hess Collection 
Hestan 
J Vineyards & Winery 
J. Lonr 
Kendall-Jackson 
Louis M. Martini 
Masut 
Mt. Brave 
Mumm Napa 
Orin Swift 
Patz & Hall 
Pence 
Quivira 
Rodney Strong 
Roederer Estate 
Rombauer 
Round Pond Estate 
Buseck 
Sanford 
Sangiacomo 
Schramsberg 
Seghesio 
Sequoia Grove 
Siduri 
Stag's Leap Wine Cellars 
Tablas Creek 
The Calling 
The Donum Estate 
Trinchero Napa Valley 
WALT 
Oregon 
Elk Cove 
Lingua Franca 
Resonance 
Virginia 
Barboursville 
Washington 
Chateau Ste. Michelle 


Col Solare 
K Vintners 
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BLIND TASTE TEST 
This tasting of 81 cigars showed an exceptional 
assortment of high ratings, including three smokes that 


scored 94 points. 


THE CIGAR AFICIONADO BUYING GUIDE 
We arrange our tasting section by score, strength and size 


for a quick way to connect you to your ideal smoke. 


CONNOISSEUR’S CORNER 

A Cuban cigar may smoke great right out of the box, but 
20 years (or more) can turn tasty tobacco into something 
truly sublime. See what two and a half decades did to a 
Hoyo de Monterrey Epicure No. 2. 


THE YEAR IN REVIEW, AN ANALYSIS 
Our assistant editor David Clough compiles a year’s worth 
of cigar ratings from CIGAR AFICIONADO and Cigar Insider 


for an analysis that will show you industry trends and 


what you should be smoking. 


HAVANA’S HOTTEST PARTY 
Senior contributing editor Gordon Mott is on the scene 
in Havana with highlights from the Habanos Festival, 


Cuba’s biggest cigar celebration. 


JEFF HARRIS 
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churchills 


The Villiger La Vencedora Churchill was one of the highest-rated cigars in this entire issue, scoring 94 points. 


The cigar is made for Villiger at the Joya de Nicaragua factory in Esteli, Nicaragua. If the brand seems vaguely 


familiar it’s because Villiger first released it in 2005 as a mild cigar with a light, Connecticut wrapper. In 2012, Villiger 


discontinued the unexciting line, but rebooted it early last year—and it couldn't be any more different. Full bodied 


and flavorful, this dark Churchill is now a complete smoke with a base layer of richness, sweet mid-palate and 


creamy top notes. @ At 93 points, the E.P. Carrillo Core Plus Maduro Churchill Especial No. 7 also occupies the dark 


and rich register with a Connecticut broadleaf wrapper that harmonizes beautifully with Nicaraguan tobacco. The cigar 


is made in the Dominican Republic by Ernesto Perez-Carrillo, maker of Cicar AFICIONADO’s Cigar of the Year. Perez-Carrillo 


has become known for creating cigars with thick ring gauges, but here, he exercises some restraint by making a 


bold blend in a classic, elegant size. A quartet of other cigars, three of them Dominican, scored in the gos. 


— NICARAGUA 
~ 1] SS »\) RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7" 
| She a FILLER: NICARAGUA 
| ee | | BINDER: NICARAGUA 

~ A WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 7" 

FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 





HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: INDONESIA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 
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VILLIGER LA VENCEDORA CHURCHILL 
There’s a sweet, nutty quality to this toothy Churchill, 
which imparts notes of cedar wood, almonds and 
caramel before a creamy finish reminiscent of an 
oatmeal cookie. Complex and satisfying. 

U.S.: $10.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


E.P. CARRILLO CORE PLUS MADURO 
CHURCHILL ESPECIAL NO. 7 

As this dark, toothy Churchill burns, chocolatey and 
nutty impressions unfold around a hearty core of wood. 
The draw is open, the burn, quite even. 

U.S.: $8.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PADILLA VINTAGE RESERVE CHURCHILL 
The draw of this toothy, box-pressed Churchill delivers 
big notes of leather and nuts braced by touches of anise 
and toasted vanilla. The finish hints of sweet nougat. 
U.S.: $9.60 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


ROOM101 FARCE CONNECTICUT 
CHURCHILL 

A tan Churchill that produces lots of thick, creamy 
smoke. It’s a nutty, woody cigar with 

pleasant touches of cloves, nougat and vanilla. 
U.S.: $11.80 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


ASHTON VIRGIN SUN GROWN SORCERER 
The superb draw of this box-pressed Churchill imparts 
notes of raisin and cocoa that meld pleasantly with 
hints of licorice, almonds and espresso bean. 

U.S.: $12.70 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


94 


93 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: ECUADOR 

WRAPPER: MEXICO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 6 3/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: BRAZIL 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 
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HONDURAS 

oe RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7" 

A tay | FILLER: DOM. REP., HONDURAS, 
WS 2 NS NICARAGUA 


BINDER: HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 6 3/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: MEXICO 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 





LA FLOR DOMINICANA LA VOLCADA 

Draped in an oscuro cover leaf and topped with a 
pigtail cap, this oily churchill burns evenly. Its dry, 
earthy smoke shows notes of nougat, leather and 
licorice before a spicy finish. 

U.S.: $12.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


AGANORSA LEAF CONNECTICUT 
CHURCHILL 

Crafted with a sandy-hued cover leaf, this well-made 
Churchill offers notes of toasted almond, coconut and 
nougat before a spicy, gingersnap finish. 

U.S.: $8.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


ARCHETYPE INITIATION CHURCHILL 

A matte-brown Churchill that produces a sturdy white 
ash as it burns. Its nutty, chewy smoke is interspersed 
with hints of molasses and vanilla. 

U.S.: $12.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


H. UPMANN CONNECTICUT BY GRUPO 
DE MAESTROS CHURCHILL 

A blond cigar topped with a maduro cap. Light spices 
and tangy notes of orange peel become sweeter with 
vanilla and graham cracker, but the finish is a bit dry. 
U.S.: $8.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


HIGHCLERE CASTLE CHURCHILL 

Notes of butterscotch and sugared almonds set a sweet 
tone for this blond Churchill, which also has hints of 
lemon, citrus and chocolate before the woody finish. 
U.S.: $16.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


MACANUDO INSPIRADO ORANGE 
CHURCHILL 

Tangy and peppery, this oily Churchill shows notes 
of gingersnap, oak and minerals, though the finish is 
charry. The draw and burn are even throughout. 

U.S.: $7.49 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


ASHTON HERITAGE PURO SOL 
CHURCHILL 

Veiny and pale in color, this cigar draws and burns 
evenly, showing a toasty, nutty smoke with heavy vanilla 
notes, yeasty hints of dough and an herbal finish. 

U.S.: $11.10 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


DAVIDOFF WINSTON CHURCHILL THE 
LATE HOUR CHURCHILL 

First puffs of this dark, oily Churchill are leathery and 
woody, but heavy musty notes overwhelm the cigar. 
U.S.: $20.20 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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Cuba’s Hoyo de Monterrey Le Hoyo de Rio Seco was the top-scoring cigar of this category at 94 points. It’s the 


second release in Cuba’s revamped Le Hoyo series, which used to consist of thin cigars. Habanos S.A. revisited 


the series and decided to introduce much heavier ring gauges to the line. The Le Hoyo de Rio Seco is not only the 


thickest cigar in the Hoyo de Monterrey brand, but one of the thickest cigars in the entire regular-production Cuban 


portfolio. The San Lotano Requiem Maduro Toro scored 92 points and is made by A.J. Fernandez in Nicaragua. 


Its bold blend is characteristic of cigars that Fernandez often produces. Note the newly designed bands. 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 56 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: OCTOBER 2018 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: MEXICO 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 56 LENGTH: 6 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 46 LENGTH: 5 5/8" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: JULY 2018 


HOYO DE MONTERREY 

LE HOYO DE RIO SECO 

The lush draw of this toothy cigar delivers nuanced 
impressions of cinnamon, nutmeg and oak wood 
before a sweet, caramel finish. Complex and delicious. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £33.20 STRENGTH: Medium 


94 


SAN LOTANO REQUIEM MADURO TORO 
Draped in a dark, alluring wrapper, this box-pressed cigar 
offers notes of cocoa, coffee bean and nuts that meld 
pleasantly with hints of marzipan and sweet raisins. 

U.S.: $8.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


Q 2. 


ALEC BRADLEY FINE & RARE 

JRS 10=(86) GRAN TORO 

Packed with tobacco and firm to the touch, this large 
cigar has a lush draw and wavy burn. It’s a spicy, earthy 
smoke with notes of cocoa and coffee bean. Some 
sweeter hints of caramel also emerge. 

U.S.: $21.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


OI 


SERINO TAINO TORO 

Rustic looking with a closed foot, this large cigar 
smokes consistently, leaving strong impressions of 
earth and leather on the palate with underlying hints of 
minerals. The draw is open, the burn, quite even. 

U.S.: $9.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


OI 


ARTURO FUENTE ANEJO RESERVA NO. 46 
Visible pores on the dark wrapper give this cigar a rustic 
appearance. It’s a tasty smoke, full of coffee notes and 
dark chocolate. A hint of anise also comes through 
before the chestnut finish. 

U.S.: $9.30 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


QO 


BOLIVAR SOBERANO 

EDICION LIMITADA 2018 

Though the wrapper is veiny and coarse, this cigar de- 
livers a floral, chocolatey smoke with hints of honeyed 
wood and cashews that lead to a slightly dry finish. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £33.70 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


QO 


EST. 10939 CANADA 





BOLD START. 
VELVET FINISH. 






Gus Ron 


ROBUST. FULL-BODIED 
Blended C om Chi 3 
The Coun Royal Ditiling i Company 


TORONTO ONTARIO» CANADA 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
CROWN ROYAL BLACK Blended Canadian Whisky. 45% Alc/Vol. The Crown Royal Company, Norwalk, CT. 


A special announcement from the editors of Cigar Aficionado 
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TASTING NOTE 
Dear Cigar Lover: 





There's slight resistance to the draw of this solidly 
packed Churchill. It's a toasty, nutty smoke with an 


Cigar Insider, an e-newsletter from the editors of elegant, fresh-tobacco sweetness and a refined finish 


Cigar Aficionado, is brand new—beautiful design, 
mobile-friendly and still features cigar ratings you 
won't find anywhere else! 


of roasted coffee bean. 


Country Dominican Republic 


Filler Dom. Rep. 





Twice a month, we’ll send you: Binder Dom. Rep. 

* Vertical brand tastings—reviews of entire lines of 
cigars, showing you how different sizes perform. 

¢ Helpful cigar photos illustrating size and strength. 

« Previews of the top-rated cigars coming in future 
issues of Cigar Aficionado. Be the first to read about Take the next issue of 
the best cigars. 

+ Interviews with intriguing cigarmakers and tobacco Cigar Insider with you on 
srowers from weenie vue world. your next cigar shopping 

« News about the cigar industry. 

¢ Ratings of rare cigars. expedition! 

My best, 


he 0 fel. Sign up today at 


Marvin R. Shanken 


Wrapper Dom. Rep. 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


COSTA RICA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: ECUADOR 

BINDER: ECUADOR 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6 1/2" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: OCTOBER 2018 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: COLOMBIA, NICARAGUA, 
DOM. REP. 

BINDER: ECUADOR 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: DOM. REP. 


corona gordas 


HERRERA ESTELI NORTENO TORO 

A box-pressed cigar with an even draw and burn. It’s a 
toasty, woody smoke with nutty notes of almond and 
light touches of cinnamon, herbs and vanilla. 

U.S.: $9.80 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


MONTECRISTO NICARAGUA SERIES TORO 
Enrobed in a light-brown cover leaf, this well-made 
cigar has notable woody and coffee-like qualities with 
piquant bursts of red pepper that lead to a nutty finish. 
U.S.: $12.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


MQBA TORO 

The open draw of this well-made cigar produces lots 
of thick, creamy smoke. Notes of spicy black pepper, 
chocolate and sweet vanilla build to a woody finish. 
U.S.: $14.29 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


QUAI D’ORSAY 

CAPITOLIO EXCLUSIVO FRANCIA 

This large, well-made cigar is topped with a three-seam 
cap. It’s a nutty, floral smoke with sweet touches of 
honey and wood. The finish is long and satisfying. 

U.S.: N/A FRANCE: 18.30 EURO STRENGTH: Medium 


601 LA BOMBA WARHEAD IV 

Enrobed in a dark wrapper and topped with a long 
pigtail cap glued to its side, this cigar has a lush draw 
and even burn. Notes of sweet raisins mix with hints of 
earth before a slightly sour finish. 

U.S.: $10.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


ROCKY PATEL A.L.R. TORO 

This dark, veiny cigar burns evenly. Notes of espresso, 
wood and earth become slightly nutty before a 

short finish. 

U.S.: $14.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


LA AURORA PREFERIDOS 

HORS D’AGE 2017 TORO 

Rustic in appearance, this dark cigar imparts an earthy 
smoke with notes of minerals, fruit and oak that lead to 
a charry finish. 

U.S.: $20.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


LA BARBA RED 54 X 6 

A dark and oily cigar that burns hot at times. It’s exces- 
sively oily on the palate, with some bitter notes, as 

well as faint wisps of earth and spearmint. A cigar that 
needs more balance. 

U.S.: $11.02 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 
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higurados 


It's a good time to be smoking torpedos, belicosos, piramides or any other shaped figurado. This section was 


loaded with high-scoring smokes, most notably the Aging Room Quattro Nicaragua Maestro, which topped the 


category by scoring 94 points. It’s the first time any Aging Room cigar has ever scored so high in our regular tastings. 


The box-pressed torpedo is made by A.J. Fernandez in Nicaragua for Rafael Nodal, who owns the Aging Room 


brand. Four cigars scored 92 points. The Fuente Fuente OpusX Perfecxion 888 is a long, thin cigar with a tapered 


head that ends in an unusual point, and its flavors are clasically Opus: leather, spice, cinnamon. Amidst all the new 


releases from Cuba, one would be remiss to overlook a classic size like the H. Uomann No. 2. It’s as beautiful as it 


is complex, as is the Micallef Gomez Sanchez 1RA Generacion Leyenda No. 1. The Nicaraguan cigar is a mouthful 


to say, but a treat to smoke. The Oliva Serie V Melanio is becoming an over-achiever as it consistently earns high 


scores in this magazine, top spots on our annual Top 25 list and even won the highest honor of all: Cigar of the Year. 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 6 7/8" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: DOM. REP. 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: MARCH 2017 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP., 
HONDURAS 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


AGING ROOM QUATTRO NICARAGUA 
MAESTRO 

An attractive, box-pressed torpedo that layers the palate 
with complex intonations of caramel, wood and toasted 
almond before a rich, chocolatey finish. A delicious cigar. 
U.S.: $10.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


FUENTE FUENTE OPUSX PERFECXION 888 
A long, slim cigar that’s rolled with an open nipple tip. 
Its lush draw offers precise notes of leather, cinnamon 
and cedar wood that meld pleasantly with hints of 

nuts and spice. 

U.S.: $13.75 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


H. UPMANN NO. 2 

This tawny-brown torpedo transitions beautifully from a 
floral, honey sweetness to richer notes of almonds and 
leather before a complex, maple-walnut finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £26.10 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


MICALLEF GOMEZ SANCHEZ 

TRA GENERACION LEYENDA NO. 1 

A long figurado with a tapered head. The lush draw 
layers the palate with rich notes of chocolate, almonds 
and creamy vanilla around a woody core. The finish 
hints of coffee. 

U.S.: $14.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


OLIVA SERIE V MELANIO TORPEDO 
Nutty and spicy from the start, this box-pressed 
torpedo’s open draw shows piquant layers of 
horseradish and black pepper balanced by hazelnut 
and graham cracker impressions. 

U.S.: $13.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 43 LENGTH: 4" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: SEPTEMBER 2016 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: MARCH 2017 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 7/8" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


MEXICO 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, MEXICO 
BINDER: NICARAGUA, MEXICO 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


LA AURORA 107 BELICOSO 

A notably oily torpedo with strong, brawny notes of 
leather and cedar tempered by sweet hints of cinnamon 
raisin bread that continue on to the finish. 

U.S.: $9.24 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


DEBONAIRE DAYBREAK FIRST DEGREE 

A petit perfecto crafted with a nipple foot. Its open draw 
delivers floral and cedary impressions supported by 
hints of salt, earth and coffee. 

U.S.: $5.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


MY FATHER NO. 2 BELICOSO 

Oils are seeping from the wrapper of this well-made 
belicoso. It starts woody and herbal but becomes 
toasty and a bit heavier with notes of chocolate-covered 
almonds. The draw and burn are even. 

U.S.: $11.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CUABA DIVINOS 

The initially firm draw of this mini-perfecto eventually 
opens up, offering a toasty, floral smoke with plenty of 
citrus-like qualities and a finish of ginger and minerals. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £11.80 STRENGTH: Medium 


DANIEL MARSHALL BLACK LABEL 
TORPEDO 

This tan belicoso has a woody character that’s 
supported by touches of vanilla and brown sugar. 
Some inconsistency was noted in the flavor proflle. 
U.S.: $9.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


PARTAGAS SERIE P NO. 2 (TUBO) 

A reddish-brown figurado that burns evenly, delivering 
floral notes with sweet-and-spicy hints of gingersnap 
cookie and sharp cedar. The finish is rather short. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £28.10 STRENGTH: Medium 


AVO LE22 30 YEARS PERFECTO 

This tan perfecto is made with a nipple foot. It burns 
and draws very evenly, imparting up-front notes of 
mushrooms and wheat before hints of hay and a dry, 
woody finish. 

U.S.: $15.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild 


CASA TURRENT SERIE 1901 TORPEDO 

The open draw of this dark, box-pressed torpedo offers 
notes of earth and chocolate interspersed with some 
oily impressions. The finish is charry. 

U.S.: $9.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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Heavy ring gauge cigars continue to displace thinner, more traditional sizes in humidors across the country. The 
main reason often cited is value. Consumers think they’re getting more for their money when the ring gauges go to 
60 and over. In this tasting of grandes, the clear standout was the La Antiguedad Toro Gordo, a thick, 60-ring gauge 
grande whose box-pressing gives it an even more massive, chunky appearance. It scored 92 points and is made 
by the Garcia family at their My Father Cigars factory in Esteli, Nicaragua. The Antiguedad line generally scores 
well in the pages of Cicar AFICIONADO, but the Garcias were able to scale up the blend to hefty proportions and still 
maintain the character of the cigar. The Rocky Patel Olde World Reserve Corojo Sixty scored 90 points. It’s made 
in Honduras and is a reboot of sorts. Olde World Reserve came out in 2006, but disappeared from the shelves of 


brick and mortar retailers for quite some time. Now it’s back, and like the original release, it’s box-pressed, but the 


= if 
| 


band has been updated. Corojo refers to the type of wrapper, which is grown in Honduras by the Plasencia family. 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA, 
U.S.A./PENN. BROADLEAF 
BINDER: ECUADOR 

WRAPPER: MEXICO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6 1/4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


LA ANTIGUEDAD TORO GORDO 

Though thick and imposing, this dark, box-pressed 
cigar is full of sweet, toasty smoke redolent of raisins, 
toffee and clove. The long finish smacks of crushed 
walnuts. 

U.S.: $8.80 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


ROCKY PATEL OLDE WORLD RESERVE 
COROJO SIXTY 

This large, box-pressed cigar smokes well, with toasty 
notes of wood and graham cracker as well as a hint of 
chocolate. The finish is sweet. 

U.S.: $11.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


LA PALINA RED LABEL GORDO 

The open draw of this fat cigar shows an herbal and 
nutty smoke that hints of cocoa and licorice. The finish 
is slightly chalky. 

U.S.: $10.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


MATILDE OSCURA GRANDE 

Draped in a dark and oily wrapper, this fat cigar 

has an airy draw and even burn. It’s an earthy, woody 
smoke with slight hints of char and touches of licorice 
and coffee bean. 

U.S.: $9.60 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PADRON 7000 MADURO 

Large and imposing, this fat cigar has an open draw 
and even burn. Notes of chocolate and coffee are 
buttressed by walnut and coconut impressions. 

The finish is charry. 

U.S.: $8.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 64 LENGTH: 6 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, PANAMA 
BINDER: ECUADOR 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
\W/RAPPER: HONDURAS 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6 1/4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: BRAZIL 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: U.S.A./CONN. HABANO 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6 1/4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: ECUADOR 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


E.P. CARRILLO INCH RINGMASTER NO. 6 
Large and imposing, this massive cigar is tangy 

and cedary with hints of walnut and chocolate. 

The finish is short. 

U.S.: $14.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


ALEC BRADLEY BLACK MARKET GORDO 
Log-like in appearance, this thick, dark cigar offers a 
fruity, floral smoke along with notes of coffee and 
minerals, but the finish is acidic. 

U.S.: $9.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


COHIBA NICARAGUA N60 

A plump cigar rolled in a very dark and oily cover leaf. 
Its thin, wispy smoke vaguely hints at cocoa and cloves 
before a predominantly oaky, woody finish. 

U.S.: $17.79 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


BRICK HOUSE MADURO MIGHTY MIGHTY 
Damp earthiness and a charry finish bookend fleeting 
notes of coffee fruit and almonds. The draw and burn 
are even and clean. 

U.S.: $7.40 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


FRATELLO NAVETTA GORDO ENTERPRISE 
The earthy, malted chocolate notes of this thick cigar 
become a bit musty before the woody finish. Some 
inconsistency was noted on the draw. 

U.S.: $12.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PARTAGAS 1845 EXTRA FUERTE GIGANTE 
Every puff of this black, oily log of a cigar shows lots of 
licorice and clove notes along with some molasses and 
leather, but a damp, gritty finish affected the score. 
U.S.: $7.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CASA MAGNA COLORADO GORDO REAL 
Sharply pressed and spongy to the touch. The draw is 
faint, offering a woody smoke with a touch of cocoa 
powder sweetness and some black pepper, but hints of 
mushroom and a sharp aftertaste affected the score. 
U.S.: $10.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


UNDERCROWN SHADE GORDITO 

A plump, blond cigar that burns somewhat unevenly. 
Its dry, somewhat chalky smoke is elevated by 

toasty impressions and hints of black peppercorn. 
The finish is short. 

U.S.: $10.80 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild 
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miscellaneous 


Some cigars just can’t be categorized, and for this reason, we created the miscellaneous section. Here is where we 
rate the short and fat, the unusually skinny or the cigars that just don’t fit into our other categories. A great performer 
among the oddballs is the Montecristo Petit Edmundo, a Cuban cigar that scored 93 points. Turn to this smoke 
when you’re in the mood for a full-sized Edmundo, but just don’t have a lot of time. The Asylum Premium 4ax4 is 
a rich, powerful little smoke that packs an earthy punch full of coffee, cocoa and spice. It scored 91 points and owes 


its power to the all-Nicaraguan blend. At 90 points, the Cuban Partagas Serie D No. 6 is the shortest in the D series. 


CUBA MONTECRISTO PETIT EDMUNDO 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 4 3/8" — Slightly tapered at the head, this short robusto imparts E) 4 
FILLER: CUBA =a creamy, velvety smoke rich with coffee bean 
BINDER: CUBA — and dark chocolate notes that take on a sweet, 
WRAPPER: CUBA — marzipan character. 
BOX DATE: DECEMBER 2016 _—iU.S.: N/A -U.K.: £19.60 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


NICARAGUA ASYLUM PREMIUM 44xX4 
RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 4" An oily petit corona with a dense, chewy smoke Q) I 
FILLER: NICARAGUA _ redolent of smoky Sumatra coffee bean, dark cocoa 
BINDER: NICARAGUA _ beans and spicy, licorice finish that sticks to the palate. 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA _ U.S.: $6.46 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CUBA  PARTAGAS SERIE D NO. 6 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 31/2". This stubby, short robusto draws well and produces E) O 
FILLER: CUBA a sturdy ash. It’s sweet-and-spicy with exotic notes 
BINDER: CUBA _ of tamarind paste, some cedar and a finish of vanilla 
WRAPPER: CUBA and cloves. 
BOX DATE: MARCH 2015 —_U.S.: N/A U.K.: £17.20 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


NICARAGUA LAST CALL MADURO BY A] FERNANDEZ 8 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 4" CORTICAS QE) 
FILLER: NICARAGUA _ Rolled with a dark, veiny wrapper and an uncut foot, 
BINDER: NICARAGUA _ this stubby little cigar burns evenly, offering toasty 
WRAPPER: U.S.A./PENN. BROADLEAF notes of oak wood and vanilla before a charry finish. 
U.S.: $6.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 





NICARAGUA REGIUS EXCLUSIVO U.S.A. OSCURO 6 
RING GAUGE: 42 LENGTH: 71/2". ESPECIAL LANCERO EXTRA O) 
FILLER: NICARAGUA Dark and box-pressed, this long, thin cigar has an open, 
BINDER: NICARAGUA — even draw. There are subtle hints of clove and vanilla 
WRAPPER: MEXICO — under predominant notes of cocoa and licorice. 
U.S.: $13.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 





CUBA  HOYO DE MONTERREY PETIT ROBUSTO 6 6 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 4". While there was some inconsistency noted in the draw 
FILLER: CUBA and combustion, this short cigar is salty and nutty with 
BINDER: CUBA _ intermittent notes of orange peel, grass and dry woods. 
WRAPPER: CUBA _ U.S.: N/A U.K.: £17.70 STRENGTH: Medium 
BOX DATE: APRIL 2017 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 4" 
FILLER: BRAZIL, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: ECUADOR 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, COSTA RICA 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 4 3/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: MARCH 2018 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 58 LENGTH: 3 3/4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 4 3/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: FEBRUARY 2016 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 44 LENGTH: 4 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


ILLUSIONE 68 

A small cigar with an even draw and burn. Woody notes 
of cedar and citrus are balanced by a bolder foundation 
of earth and vanilla, but the finish is a bit dry. 

U.S.: $6.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 





MY UZI WEIGHS A TON BAIT FISH 

Solidly rolled, this petit smoke burns and draws quite 
evenly. Stony notes of slate and minerals are met with 
a bold spiciness. The finish is earthy. 

U.S.: $5.10 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


NAT SHERMAN TIMELESS 
PANAMERICANA ROBUSTICO 

A dark, little cigar with a full draw but slightly uneven 
burn. Strong notes of wood and dark chocolate build to 
a slightly nutty finish with a harsh hint of charred wood. 
U.S.: $11.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


QUAI D’ORSAY NO. 50 

Topped with a three-seam cap, this veiny robusto has 
an airy, open draw that delivers a floral smoke with 
touches of caramel, nuts and wood before a dry finish. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £16.70 STRENGTH: Medium 


MONTE BY MONTECRISTO 

AJ] FERNANDEZ CORONA 

Covered in a near-black wrapper, this box-pressed little 
smoke is heavy with notes of cocoa powder and leather, 
but takes on a dry, woody character and a mineral finish. 
U.S.: $10.92 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


NUB HABANO 358 

The draw of this short, fat cigar is notably firm but 
offers spicy smoke with hints of ginger and boozy 
cherry cordial, but the finish is papery and thin. 
U.S.: $7.14 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


TRINIDAD VIGIA 

A short, fat robusto with a pigtail cap. It’s a 
predominantly woody smoke with some herbal 
elements and an ashy aftertaste. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £26.10 STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


LUMINOSA PETITE CORONA 

A small cigar topped with a round head. As it burns, 
notes of earth, coffee and spice are dominated by oily 
and bitter characteristics. 

U.S.: $6.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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robustos 


Cohiba certainly lived up to lofty expectations in this Robusto size, which scored 93 points. It’s from the core line, 
or Linea Clasica, and is among one of the more expensive cigars in the Cuban portfolio. The LAtelier LAT52 also 
scored 93 points and is produced in Nicaragua at My Father Cigars. It’s virtually identical in size to the Cohiba 
Behike BHK 52, something brand owner Pete Johnson of Tatuaje fame is not at all secretive about. And considering 
the score-to-price ratio, this might be one of the better bargains of the issue. The Padrén Family Reserve No. 50 


from Nicaragua scored 92 points and was created to celebrate the family-owned company’s 5oth year in business. 
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CUBA COHIBA ROBUSTO 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 4 7/8" = Complex intonations of oak wood, slivered almonds 
FILLER: CUBA and vanilla build in intensity and come together quite 
BINDER: CUBA _ cohesively. A balanced, flavorful cigar with the perfect 


WRAPPER: CUBA 
BOX DATE: SEPTEMBER 2016 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 4 3/4" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 56 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: INDONESIA 

WRAPPER: BRAZIL 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: MEXICO 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


amount of resistance to the draw. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £34.30 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


L’ATELIER LAT52 

Topped with a pigtail cap, this complex robusto has a 
Spicy, peppery start with interim notes of licorice and 
sassafras that lead to a core of dark chocolate and coffee 
bean. The finish has a pleasant note of black cherry. 
U.S.: $8.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PADRON FAMILY RESERVE 

NO. 50 NATURAL 

Enrobed in a tannish cover leaf, this box-pressed cigar 
smokes well, showing the rich qualities of wood and 
chocolate balanced by lighter hints of herbs and spice. 
U.S.: $25.80 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


INTEMPERANCE BA XX! 

BREACH OF THE PEACE 

A dark robusto rolled with a tightly cropped shaggy foot. 
Its earthy, charry smoke shows some spiciness and a 
black cherry note before an almond-like finish. 

U.S.: $8.30 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


JOYA SILVER ROBUSTO 

This sharply-pressed cigar is topped with a three-seam 
cap. Its lush draw offers notes of earth and wood 
accented by hints of spicy leather and brown sugar. 
U.S.: $7.10 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


PLASENCIA COSECHA 146 LA MUSICA 
Draped in a reddish-brown cover leaf, this well-made 
cigar has an even draw and burn. Notes of leather and 
red pepper are balanced by sweet touches of vanilla. 
U.S.: $11.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: NOVEMBER 2016 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5" 

FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: ECUADOR, NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: ECUADOR 
WRAPPER: BRAZIL 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 4 1/2" 
FILLER: BRAZIL, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: BRAZIL 

WRAPPER: MEXICO 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 4 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, DOM. REP., 
NICARAGUA 

BINDER: HONDURAS 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5 1/8" 
FILLER: BRAZIL, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: BRAZIL 


EL REY DEL MUNDO CHOIX SUPREME 
Though the wrapper of this robusto has a beautiful, 
reddish-brown color, it’s riddled with kinky, sharp veins. 
The smoke is toasty and woody with hints of coffee 
bean, oak and dried fruit. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £17.70 STRENGTH: Medium 


FLORES Y RODRIGUEZ CONNECTICUT 
VALLEY RESERVE ROBUSTO 

Dark and veiny, this robusto produces a flaky ash as it 
burns. Notes of earth and cocoa intertwine with hints 
of licorice before a charry finish. 

U.S.: $16 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CORNELIUS & ANTHONY DADDY MAC 
ROBUSTO 

Covered in a colorado wrapper, this robusto draws 
easily. It’s a woody, herbal smoke with hints of earth 
and nuts before a slightly tangy finish. 

U.S.: $9.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


GURKHA HERITAGE MADURO 

ROBUSTO CORTO 

Initial notes of charry earth eventually pass, ushering in 
a woody, nutty smoke with hints of pistachio and vanilla. 
U.S.: $6.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


ROMEO Y JULIETA RESERVA REAL 
ROBUSTO 

A sweet and woody smoke with an easy draw and 
flaky ash. Raisin and cocoa notes are also present 
but some harsh acidity hurt the score. 

U.S.: $7.52 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


TATUAJE NUEVITAS JIBARO NO. 1 

A bit of filler tobacco extends beyond the wrapper of 
this robusto, which is toasty and oaky with some vanilla 
notes and a dry, earthy finish. 

U.S.: $9.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


COHIBA BLUE ROTHSCHILD 
The firm draw of this short cigar shows notes of earth, 
coffee and char before a short, somewhat harsh finish. 
U.S.: $9.49 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


SAN PEDRO DE MACORIS BRAZIL 
ROBUSTO 

This small, rustic-looking cigar has an airy draw and 
even burn. Hints of earth, wood and nuts are obscured 
by bitter impressions and an overly charry finish. 

U.S.: $5.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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TOP SCORES 


9 4 Aging Room Quattro Nicaragua Maestro 
Nicaragua « $10.95 « Figurado « Medium-Full 








Y Re 94 Hoyo de Monterrey Le Hoyo de Rio Seco 
Cuba « £33.20 « Corona Gorda « Medium 


94 Villiger La Vencedora Churchill 
Nicaragua « $10.00 » Churchill *» Medium-Full 


| sft 93 Cohiba Robusto 
Cuba « £34.30 « Robusto » Medium-Full 


E.P. Carrillo Core Plus Maduro Churchill Especial No. 7 
Dominican Republic « $8.50 « Churchill *» Medium-Full 


VAtelier LAT52 
Nicaragua * $8.00 «Robusto » Medium-Full 


Montecristo Petit Edmundo 
Nicaragua « £19.60 « Miscellaneous » Medium-Full 


Fuente Fuente OpusxX PerfecXion 888 
Dominican Republic « $13.75 « Figurado » Medium-Full 


Oliva Serie V Melanio Torpedo 
Nicaragua « $13.99 « Figurado « Medium-Full 


Padron Family Reserve No. 50 Natural 
Nicaragua « $25.80 « Robusto » Medium-Full 





TOP VALUES 


9] Asylum Premium 44x4 
Nicaragua « $6.46 « Miscellaneous » Medium-Full 


; 39 Debonaire Daybreak First Degree 
et Dominican Republic « $5.99 « Figurado « Medium 


39 Last Call Maduro by Aj Fernandez Corticas 
Nicaragua « $6.00 « Miscellaneous « Full 


88 Illusione 68 


Nicaragua « $6.90 « Miscellaneous » Medium 


HE 88 My Uzi Weighs A Ton Bait Fish 
Nicaragua « $5.10 « Miscellaneous « Full 


CIGAR AFICIONADO’S 
100-POINT SCALE 


TOP SCORES, VALUES AND STRENGTH | BLIND TASTE TEST NO. 149 


MILDER CIGARS 


97 Room101 Farce Connecticut Churchill 
Dominican Republic « $11.80 * Churchill » Mild-Medium 


839 H. Upmann Connecticut by Grupo de Maestros Churchill 
Dominican Republic » $8.95+ Churchill « Mild-Medium 


89 Highclere Castle Churchill 
Nicaragua « $16.00 « Churchill » Mild-Medium 


88 Daniel Marshall Black Label Torpedo 
Dominican Republic « $9.95 « Figurado « Mild-Medium 


37 Ashton Heritage Puro Sol Churchill 
Dominican Republic * $11.10 * Churchill « Mild-Medium 





MEDIUM-BODIED CIGARS 


92 H. Upmann No. 2 
Cuba « £26.10 « Figurado » Medium-Full 


92 La Antiguedad Toro Gordo 
Nicaragua « $8.80 « Grande « Medium 


92 Micallef Gomez Sanchez 1RA Generacion Leyenda No. 1 
Nicaragua « $14.00 « Figurado « Medium-Full 


92 Padilla Vintage Reserve Churchill 
Honduras « $9.60 ¢ Churchill « Medium 


92 San Lotano Requiem Maduro Toro 
Nicaragua « $8.00 » Corona Gordae Medium-Full 





STRONGER SMOKES 


97 Alec Bradley Fine & Rare JRS 10=(86) Gran Toro 
Honduras « $21.90 « Corona Gorda « Medium-Full 


97 La Aurora 107 Belicoso 
Dominican Republic + $9.24 + Figurado « Medium-Full 


9] Serino Taino Toro 
Nicaragua « $9.00 « Corona Gorda « Medium-Full 


90 Joya Silver Robusto 
Nicaragua « $7.10 « Robusto « Full 


39 Last Call Maduro by Aj Fernandez Corticas 
Nicaragua « $6.00 « Miscellaneous « Full 


Classic 95-100 +» Outstanding 90-94 «+ Very good to excellent 80-89 - Average to good commercial quality 70—79 
Don’t waste your money 0-69 « Not available N/A +» Note: all prices are manufacturers’ suggested retail, before taxes. 





PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. BULLEIT DISTILLING CO, LOUISVILLE, KY. 
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9g BOLIVAR 
BELICOSO FINO (1996) 


A beautiful light wrapper invites you to light 
up this figurado, which has a perfect draw and 
burn. The initial white pepper note gives way 
to a creamy coffee flavor in the mid-palate, 
and it finishes with a light earthy note. The finish 
builds in intensity as the cigar warms up. 

This cigar is smoking wonderfully now, but has 
a lot of life remaining. —Gordon Mott 
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Go HOYO DE MONTERREY 
EPICURE NO. 2 (1994) 


| lit this gorgeous, chocolate-colored robusto 
at a smoky lunch in Havana. From the first 
puff it was filled with flavors of crushed coffee 
bean, earth and Valrhona chocolate. The draw 
was perfect, the burn even despite a fan 
blowing away the humid Cuban air. A brilliant 
smoke that is filled with life. 

—David Savona 





A TASTING OF VINTAGE CIGARS 


o PUNCH SUPER SELECTION 
NO. 1 (1995) 

Even though this long corona has been sitting in a 50-count cabinet 
for 24 years, the dark, gleaming wrapper hasn’t lost any of its oils. 
Each puff delivers dense smoke that’s both sweet and savory with 

a palate of mocha, caramel and graham cracker atop salty notes of 
leather, roasted chestnuts and the slightest hint of spicy cinnamon. 
It’s aging superbly, with plenty of life left. —Gregory Mottola 
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G COHIBA 
LANCERO (1991) 


Beware Cohibas with this type of cigar band— 
unless you are certain they are vintage, and 
from a trusted source. This old, skinny 

smoke is remarkably vibrant for its age. 

The draw, sometimes a problem with this vitola, 
is flawless. It has a lightly minty quality, with 
pleasant earthy notes, toasted almond and a 
hint of baking spices. —David Savona 


JEFF HARRIS 
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Aging 





Q Bcetne 9 
Rafael Nodal is more than a cigar maker. He's the inspired composer 
of the Aging Room Quattro Series, a series of four boutique cigars 

for the sophisticated palate of an aficionado. Unique in flavor and rich in aroma, 


these cigars are born from the best tobaccos and aged under the expertise 
of one of the great names in cigar making. 





Follow the music at: 
@agingroomcigars 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 


Use Increases The Risk Of Infertility, 
Stillbirth And Low Birth Weight. 
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A detailed analysis of the cigars we 


BY DAVID CLOUGH 
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he phone rings in CIGAR AFICIONADO’S New York office. 
An editor picks it up. It’s one of our readers with a 
question—well, a few questions, really. The caller 





wants to know: 

“Which country makes the best cigars?” 

“What size smokes better, a Churchill or a corona?” 

“Are higher-priced cigars worth the extra money?” 

We get the same questions in e-mails, too, and on our social media 
channels. Everybody wants to smoke the best cigars—we like to 
provide our readers with information and meaningful data to help 
them do so. One way we accomplish this is with our cigar ratings. 

CIGAR AFICIONADO magazine and its sister publication Cigar 
Insider rates hundreds of cigars each year in blind taste tests. 
These ratings keep cigar connois- 
seurs informed of what’s smoking 


TOP SCORES OF 2018 





or above. Today’s consumer has high standards for their smokes, 
and they expect their cigars to exhibit a substantial degree of 
character and complexity. The market has responded to these 
demands with an exceptional amount of quality cigars. 

Of the 241 cigars that scored 90 points or higher last year, 75 of 
them earned at least 92 points. From this elite subset, there were 
25 cigars that scored 93 points or higher—not to be confused with 
the entries on our Top 25 Cigars of the Year list. Top 25 is a sepa- 
rate blind taste test, where the highest-scoring cigars of the year 
are pitted against one another. The winning cigars that emerge 
from the special bracket are deemed the Top 25 Cigars of the Year. 
If you look closely at the table below, you’ll notice many of the 
cigars that eventually made it onto the Top 25 started out here. 

Let’s take a closer look at the 
high scores on this table. Last year, 


well, and help consumers make 95 Flor de las Antillas Belicoso Nicocoote there were only four cigars that 
better purchasing decisions at the 94 H. Upmann Sir Winston Cuba scored 94 points of higher. Two of 
cigar store. Collectively, a year’s 94 Partagas Corona Junior (Tubo) Cuba them were rolled in Nicaragua and 
worth of cigar ratings provides cho Welgoe! Sei lel Nesovel [lets ICICLE Nicelreig te two of them were made in Cuba. 
valuable insight into the cigar el ea elgal weneuls One of the 94s was the Warped 
93 Alec Bradley Black Market Esteli Toroedo Nicaragua 
market as a whole. It gives us, and 93 Casa Cuba Doble Tres Dominica Repub Serie Gran Reserva 1988 Robusto. 
our readers, a good idea of what he (eben On Cr Sada Nonsecunle Nicaragua The cigar was blended by Kyle 
cigars truly are smoking best at 93 Cohiba Siglo VI (Tubo) Cuba Gellis, owner of Warped Cigars, 
this particular time. 93 EP. Carrillo Encore Majestic Dominican Republic who contracted the Aganorsa Leaf 
We reviewed 665 different 23) em ann SONOSsleul i | Cube factory in Esteli, Nicaragua to 
. 93 Herrera Esteli Miami Toro Especial U.S.A. . . 
cigars last year. These smokes Qs. Havaice Montane esicursic nec elise create the cigar for him. The H. 
came from every major cigar- 95 JER Munctic chorimobucto Mabanc Nicaragua Upmann Sir Winston also scored 
making country in all manner of 93 La Colmena Amado No. 44 U.S.A. 94 points. It’s a stately-looking 
shapes and sizes, presented to 93 Last Call by AJ Fernandez Chiquitas Nicaragua Cuban cigar that’s named after 
our tasting panel without any pyeenian prarcns poker ROUSE oo. Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
: nae: 28 : atner La UIENCla !Oro ICaragua . 
identifying bands. A tasting coor- ne ied sien aril ee SNE cetenten and it went on to take the No. 5 
dinator—who is not part of the 93 Partagas Serie P No. 2 (Tubo) ene spot on CIGAR AFICIONADO’S 
tasting panel—strips the cigars of 93 Punch After Dinner Wem ehurae Top 25 Cigars of 2018. The Partagas 
their bands and applies a generic 93 Punch Petit Coronation (Tubo) Cuba Corona Junior (Tubo) earned 
white label with a numeric code 93 The Wise Man Maduro Robusto Nicaragua 94 points as well—it’s a slim Cuban 
to each cigar, so the members of go No022 Sonaeas VEACIOSOs Nigeta due petit corona that’s loaded with 
93 Vegas Robaina Famoso Cuba 


the panel do not know the true 
identity of the cigars in the test. 
Only the coordinator knows the code. 

This is the vital part of the blind tasting process, a procedure 
that removes any prejudice or brand familiarity a taster might 
have with a particular cigar. A cigar with a numeric code is judged 
solely on its merits: its appearance, how it smokes and most of all 
the quality of its tobacco. 

By looking at a year’s worth of blind ratings together, we can 
rank the highest-scoring cigars of the year, determine the top- 
scoring cigar shapes and sizes and focus on what countries are 
producing the highest-rated smokes. 

It’s important to note that of the 665 cigars we rated last year, 
241 scored 90 points or higher. That’s about 36 percent, which 
speaks to the high quality of handrolled cigars currently available 
on the market. It’s a good time to be a premium cigar smoker, and 
this level of quality has remained consistent over the last few 
years: in 2017, 36 percent of cigars rated by our publications scored 
90 points or higher. The year prior, 39 percent reached 90 points 
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eee §=—otes of leather, dried fruit 
and nougat. 

There was only one cigar that scored higher than these three 
94-pointers, taking the crown as highest scoring cigar of the year in 
a non-Top 25 taste test. The champion smoke was the Flor de las 
Antillas Belicoso, which earned 95 points—a classic rating on our 
100-point scale. This attractive figurado impressed our panel with 
sophisticated notes of leather, marzipan and white chocolate before 
a toasty finish. The cigar is a puro, crafted only with Nicaraguan 
tobaccos, rolled at the My Father Cigars Factory in Esteli, Nicaragua. 

Cigars that scored 92 points or higher last year came from all 
four major cigar-producing countries—Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Nicaragua and Honduras—but it’s clear the top scores were 
dominated predominantly by Nicaraguan-made cigars. Nicaragua 
has become one of the largest producers of handrolled cigars for the 
United States market, surpassing the Dominican Republic in 
premium cigar exports, according to the Cigar Association of 
America. And while the sheer quantity of Nicaraguan cigars on the 
market is immense, the quality has remained very high. Last year, we 


AVERAGE SCORE BY COUNTRY AVERAGE PRICE BY COUNTRY 





Source: CIGAR AFICIONADO 


rated 279 cigars from Nicaragua. The average score of a Nicaraguan 
cigar was 89.03 points—one of the highest averages, second only to 
Cuban-made cigars. Nevertheless, Nicaragua is the only country that 
can boast over 100 ratings that were 90 points or higher last year. 

Of the 279 Nicaraguan cigars we reviewed, a whopping 111 
earned 90 points or higher. That’s nearly 40 percent. And if we 
take a look at the 11 Nicaraguan cigars that scored 93 points or 
higher, we can see that six of them went on to earn a spot on the 
Top 25. These include the My Father La Opulencia Toro, which 
took the No. 2 spot; The Wise Man Maduro Robusto (No. 3); the 
Padron Family Reserve No. 44 (No. 4); the JFR Lunatic Short 
Robusto Habano (No. 7); the Alec Bradley Black Market Esteli 
Torpedo (No. 9); and the Montecristo Nicaragua Series Robusto, 
which landed the No. 10 position. The results are clear: Good 
things are coming out of Nicaragua. 

Cuba also had a tremendous showing last year. We rated 
78 Cuban cigars—and the average rating was 90.09—the highest 
of any cigar-making country. Of these 78 cigars, 50 scored 90 
points or higher. That’s an impressive 64 percent, which demon- 
strates that Cuban cigars are smoking exceptionally well right now. 
Along with the 94-point Sir Winston and the Partagas Corona 
Junior there were five Cuban 93-pointers last year: Vegas 
Robaina Famoso, Punch Petit Coronation (Tubo), Partagas Serie 
P No. 2 (Tubo), the H. Upmann Connossieur B and Cohiba Siglo 
VI (Tubo). The Siglo VI ended up as No. 19 on the Top 25 list. 

The Dominican Republic deserves high praise as well. It’s the 
second-largest exporter of premium, handrolled cigars to the U.S., 
and boasts its own considerable collection of high-scoring smokes. 
Last year, we rated 217 cigars from the Dominican Republic. The 
average rating of a Dominican-made cigar was 88.14. There were 
56 Dominican cigars that earned 90 points or higher, roughly 26 
percent of all Dominican cigars rated in 2018. Cigars leading the 
category include the Casa Cuba Doble Tres, a 93-pointer blended 
by the late Carlos Fuente Sr. before his passing in 2016. The Doble 
Tres is an elegant corona vitola rolled with an Ecuadoran Habano 
cover leaf. 

Of course, there’s also the E.P. Carrillo Encore Majestic, 
blended by cigarmaker Ernesto Perez-Carrillo. Rolled in the 
Dominican Republic at Perez-Carrillo’s Tabacalera La Alianza factory, 
Encore is the company’s first cigar rolled only with Nicaraguan 
tobacco. It went on to take CIGAR AFICIONADO’ highest accolade, 
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the Cigar of the Year for 2018. 

Honduras, often overshadowed by other cigarmaking coun- 
tries, had its fair share of 90 pointers. Out of the 61 cigars we rated 
from Honduras, 17 cigars earned 90 points or higher, and the 
average score for cigars hailing from Honduras was 88.25. The 
country showcased its cigar rolling artistry with the 7-20-4 
Lancero, created by cigarmaker Kurt Kendall, whose 7-20-4 
brand is named after a long defunct New Hampshire-based cigar 
company from 1874. The Lancero, which scored 93 points, is 
rolled with a dark, Brazilian Mata Fina wrapper leaf and topped 
with a stubby pigtail cap. Honduras also brought us Punch After 
Dinner, a Churchill-sized cigar that scored 93 points and went on 
to secure the No. 12 position on our Top 25. Owned by General 
Cigar Co., Punch After Dinner is draped in a Connecticut broadleaf 
wrapper and delivers dense, chewy smoke that’s earthy and sweet. 

Very few premium cigar brands are still rolled in the United 
States. Most handrolled cigars are produced overseas, where labor 
costs are cheaper. We rated only 18 cigars from the United States last 
year. Of that total, five scored 90 points or higher. The average score 
of a U.S.-made cigar was 88.89. Though our sample size was quite 
small, there’s still a case to be made that cigars rolled in the U.S. are 
of considerable quality. Take the La Colmena Amado No. 44, made 
by Warped Cigars and the Herrera Esteli Miami Toro Especial, by 
Drew Estate, for example. Both scored 93 points. The two brands are 
rolled at the El Titan de Bronze factory in Miami, Florida. 

Cigars from our tastings also came from Mexico, the Bahamas 
and Costa Rica. These countries have very small premium cigar 
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FIVE TAKEAWAYS BEFORE YOU SHOP 


Old Faithful 


The next time you light up a cigar, reach for a corona gorda. Not 
too big, not too small, these sizes (also known as toros) smoke 
consistently well. They earned an average rating of 89 points. 


Performance For A Price 


Cuban cigars, though pricey, are top 
performers. The Havanas we reviewed last year 
were more expensive on average than cigars 
from any other country (£23.69 per cigar in the 
U.K., or about $31) but they boasted the 
highest average score by country, with a rating 
of 90.09 points. 


‘Land Of The 90 Pointers (gm 


More than 110 Nicaraguan cigars scored 90 Q 
points or higher last year. That’s more 90s than Z 


the Dominican Republic and Cuba—even when Jas i 
you combine the two. An impressive feat. 


All Talk And No Action 
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They may look big, tough and packed with tobacco—but grandes 
(fat cigars with ring gauges of 60 or fatter) tend to be 
mediocre performers. These portly smokes had the lowest 
average rating of 87.4 points. 





Deal Hunter 
If you have $12, you can get one great cigar—but it can also 
buy you two: The JFR Lunatic Short Robusto Habano ($5.98) 
and the Punch After Dinner ($5.89). Both cigars earned 
93 points and took positions on our Top 25. 





operations compared to the rest of the world. We rated less than 
seven cigars for each of these countries—with sample sizes this 
small, average scores are statistically insignificant. 

Our ratings from last year also show that some cigar sizes 
smoke better than others. Cigar connoisseurs understand that the 
size and shape of a cigar can have a drastic effect on how it smokes. 
The same tobacco blend, rolled into five different cigar sizes, can 
reveal different flavor nuances and smoking characteristics based 
on its length and ring gauge proportions. 

Of all the cigar sizes we rated last year, corona gordas, also 
commonly referred to as toros, were among the highest-scoring. 
Longer than a robusto and thicker than a corona, corona gordas 
capture an undeniable sweet spot between smaller and larger sizes. 
We rated 146 corona gordas last year, and the average score was 89.0 
points. Churchills and lonsdales also performed well: both sizes tied 
with corona gordas for the same average. However, we rated far 
fewer of these cigars—only 95 Churchills, and just 29 lonsdales. 

Coronas and figurados scored a bit lower, both sizes earning an 
average rating of 88.9 points. Coronas are becoming a rather obscure 
size—we only rated 31 last year, but figurados still enjoy immense 
popularity thanks to their eye-catching shapes. We define a figurado 
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as anon-straight-sided cigar. Think belicosos, torpedos, Salomones 
or trompetas—any cigar with curves or tapers. We call these 
masterful creations figurados, and we rated 114 last year. 

There was another tie, at 88.8 points, between double coronas 
and miscellaneous. Double coronas are extra-long cigars between 
7 1/2 inches and 8 1/2 inches with a ring gauge of 49 or higher. 
They’re a dying size, unfortunately, and rarely found in cigar 
shops anymore. In today’s fast-paced world, most consumers 
don’t have the time to sit and enjoy a cigar that measures longer 
than a Churchill. On the opposite end of the spectrum we have 
miscellaneous cigars, which encompass all irregular length 
cigars that don’t fit into one of our traditional size categories— 
like the Cohiba Medio Siglo, which scored 90 points last year. 
At 4 inches long by 52 ring gauge, it’s too thick to be called a 
petit corona and a bit too short to fit into our robusto category. 
We rated 33 miscellaneous cigars last year. 

Robustos, panetelas and petit coronas were among the lowest 
ranking sizes last year, with average scores of 88.7, 88.4 and 88.1, 
respectively. But none fared worse than grandes— oversized cigars 
measuring at least 6 inches by 60 ring gauge. These truly immense 
cigars are oddly popular among consumers, often due to the 
perception that a thicker cigar gives you more for your money. 

However, jumbo-sized smokes might not be all they’re chalked 
up to be. We rated 38 grandes last year, and the average score was 
874 points. Though frequently cited by retailers and cigarmakers 
as best-sellers, grandes, on average, were not the most impressive 
cigars in our blind tastings. 

When it comes to purchasing a handrolled smoke, the common 
wisdom that “there’s a cigar for every person at every price point” 
holds true. Expensive cigars are not necessarily better cigars—you 
can find high-scoring smokes for less than $10. Take, for example, 
the JFR Lunatic Short Robusto Habano—it ended up earning the 
No. 7 spot on our Top 25 list and retails for $5.98 (before taxes). 

If price is your main concern, Honduran cigars, on average, 
cost around $9.72, which is the lowest compared to any other 
country. Dominican, Nicaraguan and Mexican cigars all fall 
within the $10 range, at an average of $10.50, $10.61, $10.75, 
respectively. Cigars crafted in the United States tend to be a bit more 
expensive due to labor costs. The average price of a handrolled cigar 
in the U.S. was $12.21. 

Costa Rica and the Bahamas produce some of the priciest cigars, 
with averages of $13.69 and $24, though these were very small sample 
sizes—we only rated six cigars from Costa Rica and two cigars from 
the Bahamas. Cuban cigars were by far the most expensive, with an 
average price of $30.95 per cigar (we converted the average price 
from British sterling pounds to U.S. dollars). We’re often asked, “Is 
it worth it to buy Cuban?2” That’s for you to decide. But remember, 
of all our cigar ratings last year, Cubans earned an average score by 
country of 90.09, higher than any other cigarmaking country. 

The data presented here is only meant to guide you. It doesn’t 
seek to change your mind or tell you what to buy. Numbers aside, 
a great cigar is not defined by its price or the country it’s made 
in—rather, it’s the experience you have while smoking it. Try new 
cigars and smoke what you like. Share them with friends. Those, 
after all, are the best cigars. 


Millions ahegais — of whiskeys and seared experiences! 


Enjoy three Orlando locations offering exclusive cigars, authentic Florida Sun Grown 
tobacco and private barre! whiskeys. 


coronacigar.com 


NEPTUNE CIGARS | SOUTH FLORID 


Thousands of cigars and accessories plus a friendly, knowledgeable staff, in multiple 
locations in beautiful S. Florida: Miami, South Beach and Fort Lauderdale, near 
S. Florida's best attractions. Core see why we're the premier cigar superstore for 
aficionados the world over. 


neptunecigar.com 


To Advertise Contact: 
Barry Abrams 
212-684-4896 
8 babrams@mshanken.com 


DAVIDOFF OF GENEVA | MULTIPLE LOCATIONS 


Discover rare and exclusive cigars in our bespoke vault. Personalize cigar boxes and 
accessories, or relax in our luxurious lounge. Davidoff of Geneva since 1911 is your 
passport to a cigar world above the ordinary. This is quality time, elevated. 
Atlanta - Houston - New York - Las Vegas - Tampa 


davidoffgeneva.com 


SHELLY'S BACK ROOM Wy UASH NGTON 1. 


A distinguished assortment of fine cigars and whiskeys, a state-of-the-art 
continuous fresh -air system, eight HD TVs, complimentary Wi-Fi, a seasonal 
outdoor café, and lunch, dinner and late-night menus make Shelly's a 
D.C. legend! Located two blocks from the White House. 


shellysbackroom.com 


SOHO CIGAR BAR| MANHATTAN. NY 


Eat. Drink. Smoke... Indoors! Relax and enjoy flights and pairings from our curated 
selection of 150 world-class whiskeys and premium cigars. Then indulge yourself 
with any of our artisanal, crafted appetizers. Your table awaits. 


ae rbar.com 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2019 
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOTEL & CASINO | HOLLYWOOD, FL 


Eryoy wa jantastic night of cigars, dinks, food, gambling & much more! 
25+ PREMIUM CIGARS INCLUDED WITH EACH TICKET 


Aging Room | Alec Bradley | Archetype by Ventura | Arturo Fuente | Balmoral Afejo XO 











CAO | Diamond Crown | E.P. Carrillo | Foundation - Wise Man | H. Upmann | Hamlet Paredes 
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Micallef | My Father Cigars —- El Centurion | My Father Cigars —- Vegas Cubanas 


Nat Cicco | Nat Sherman | Nub | Oliva | Onyx | Oscar Valladares | Padron | PDR Buy Tickets Now at 


Plasencia | Rocky Patel | Tatuaje | Undercrown BigSmokeFlorida.com 





LAZARO LUIS 
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‘Trinidad’s Hot Night in Havana 


The 21st Habanos Festival concluded with a 50th anniversary for Trinidad By GORDON MOTT 
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The final night of Cuba’s Habanos Festival is always an audacious affair, with energetic music and free-flowing cigars. 


hall in Havana was filled with men and women sipping 

Champagne and puffing away on cigars of every shape 
and size. Finally, the elegantly dressed crowd of 1,200 began to 
slowly file inside the building, the walls decorated from floor to 
ceiling in jet-black with luminescent white columns and signs 
touting the 50th anniversary of Cuba’s Trinidad brand. 

Young models in shimmering, floor-length gold dresses passed 
out the first Trinidad cigar of the night, and guided each guest into 
the main salon, an area larger than a football field filled with tables 
from one end to the other. At least one smoker had decided to save 
the dinner’s cigars, and lit a slim, 15-year-old Trinidad Fundadores 
he had brought in honor of the brand’s birthday. 

The 21st annual Festival del Habano attracted more than 2,000 
people and 200 journalists between February 18 and 23. They sat 
through lectures and seminars, took trips to Pinar del Rio to visit 
tobacco fields and farms and toured Cuba’s cigar factories. They 
celebrated cigar launches, most notably the Hoyo de Monterrey 


T he hot and humid patio outside the Pabexpo convention 


Double Corona Gran Reserva Cosecha 2013, and attended a trade 
show, with cigar accessories, spirits and traditional Cuban items 
such as guayaberas and antiques. The show also saw the Habanos 
World Challenge, a “Jeopardy”-style game show, won by the Italian 
duo, Aurelio Tufano and Giulio Amaturo. 

The gala dinner remains the showcase of the entire week, one 
where retailers, distributors, officials and the top executives of 
Habanos S.A., the Cuban cigar monopoly, mingle along with cigar 
fans from around the world. There were dance and musical 
performances by the Mexican singer Armando Manzanero, a 
Grammy Award winner, Charles Fox, the American film and 
television musical score composer and a grand musical finale 
with the Puerto Rican salsa star, Gilberto Santa Rosa. Three 
Habanos Man of the Year awards were given out: Gabriel Estrada, 
from Argentina, for business; Justo Emilio Luis, a tobacco 
specialist, for production; and Zoe Nocedo, the director of the 
Museum of Tobacco in Havana, for communication. 

The grand finale of the evening was a live auction of seven 
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The cigar for Trinidad’s 50th anniversary is the first figurado ever made for the brand. A stylish 
Trinidad humidor was sold to Manu Harit (above, in bow tie) for 300,000 euros ($340,000). 


unique custom humidors, which raised 1.5 million euros 
($1.7 million) for the Cuban public health system. The big winner 
of the evening was Hamad Al-Shamisi from the United Arab 
Emirates. He purchased the Montecristo humidor, which was 
shaped like the bow of a sailing ship with a stainless steel and 
titanium sail emblazoned with the Montecristo logo, for 220,000 
euros ($249,000). The huge piece came with 420 cigars, including 
the Montecristo 1935 line, the rare Maravillas and the iconic 
Montecristo No. 2, among others. Al-Shamisi also purchased the 
Cohiba humidor for 300,000 euros ($340,000). The striking 
black box, with bas relief of a native Cuban deity, contained 
550 cigars, including the entire Cohiba Behike BHK series, the 
Talisman Edicion Limitada and the newly announced Novedosos. 
As he walked off the stage after buying the Cohiba box, his 
second winning bid of the night, he smiled when asked why he 
bought the humidor. “Because I love it,” he said. 

Manu Harit from the United Kingdom purchased the Trinidad 
humidor for 300,000 euros ($340,000). The unique design will 
be reproduced in 99 other humidors, each with 50 Trinidad 50 
Aniversario cigars. “This is a very special piece, and for me, it is 
as important as Cohiba. I also think Trinidad is the best cigar,” 
Harit said. 

Max Gutmann, who owns the company that imports Cuban 
cigars to Mexico, bought two humidors, the San Cristobal de la 
Habana humidor and the one for Romeo y Julieta. The San 


114 


a: 





Cristobal box, which had 500 cigars, went for 
175,000 euros ($198,000) and the Romeo box, 
which had 400 cigars, sold for 200,000 euros 
($227,000). A long-time Festival attendee, and a 
real lover of cigars, Mr. Gutmann now owns nine 
of the special Festival humidors. “I buy these 
humidors because it helps the Cuban people and 
the Cuban public health system,” Gutmann said. 

Cai Hua of Shanghai, China, bought the 
H. Upmann humidor, which had a selection of 
340 cigars including the Sir Winston, the Magnum 
series, the Double Coronas and a special Tacos 
Imperiales. The H. Upmann humidor, which 
harkened back to the brand’s creation by aGerman 
Banker, Herman Upmann, relied on a bank vault 
for its visual inspiration. George Xu, also of 
Shanghai, won the Hoyo de Monterrey humidor, 
which came back to the auction floor after failing to 
meet a minimum price in the first round. Xu paid 
160,000 euros ($181,000) for the humidor, crafted 
in a cylindrical shape evoking a cigar. Inside were 
370 cigars, including the iconic Double Corona. 

If the excitement around the auction brings 
the Festival to a climax, the entire week is really 
built around the announcements for new cigars 
in 2019, and new releases at the Festival. Trinidad, 
a brand released to the general retail market in 
late 1997 after decades as a special diplomatic gift 
of the Cuban government, was the marquis cigar 
for the Festival. Five different sized cigars will be 
added to the brand, the most unique of which will 
be the pyramid sold in the 50th Anniversary Trinidad humidor. 
San Cristobal de la Habana was also celebrated this year, appropriate 
given that 2019 marks the 500th anniversary of the founding of 
Havana in 1519. The San Cristobal de la Habana 1519 will come in 
500 humidors, each containing 100 cigars. The other size launched 
during the Festival is the San Cristobal de la Habana 20 Aniversario, 
a Casa del Habano exclusive that measures 6 1/3 inches by 52 ring 
and will come in 20-unit boxes shaped like antique trunks. The 
other Casa del Habano exclusive is the Cohiba Novedosos (6 by 
50), which will ship in uniquely styled boxes of 25. 

Hoyo de Monterrey joined the ranks of Gran Reserva cigars, 
and is the first Gran Reserva in the brand’s history. The Double 
Corona Gran Reserva Cosecha 2013 builds off the brand’s most 
famous cigar. There will be 5,000 numbered boxes of 15 cigars 
each. The new Punch Short de Punch (5 by 50) is the first 50 ring 
gauge cigar in the regular-production Punch brand. It will come 
in wooden boxes of 10. 

The Edicion Limitadas for 2019 are the Montecristo Supremos 
(5 by 55); Ramon Allones Allones No. 2, a figurado cigar in the 
belicoso style measuring 5 1/2 by 52; and the Quai d’Orsay 
Senadores (6 1/4 by 48), the first time this brand has been made 
into an Edicion Limitada. + 
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For more coverage on the Festival and Cuba’s new cigars, visit 
cigaraficionado.com 


TRINIDAD & HUMIDOR: HABANOS S/A; GALA: LAZARO LUIS 
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Official air purifier of the International Premium Cigar & Pipe Retailers (IPCPR) 


Effective . Quiet. Stylish . Air Purifiers 


oS mia 
, an) or a Free catalog call 
—_— 888.866.8862 


. abbit Air | www.rabbitair.com/smoke 





moments to remember 


Please send all submissions to: Cicar AFICIONADO /Moments to Remember, Worldwide Plaza, 825 Eighth Avenue, 33rd Floor, New York, NY 10019. 
Or email them to: momentstoremember@mshanken.com. To order additional copies of Cicar AFICIONADO, Call 1-800-344-0763. 








Smoking cigars outside Fiola restaurant in Coral Gables, Florida, from left, front: | The guests lit Fuente Fuente OpusxX cigars to celebrate the wedding of Ryan 
Blake James (the U), Ernesto Perez-Carrillo (EPC Cigar Co.), Jorge Padrén (Padrén Giasullo and Katharine LaRosa in Rye, New York. Pictured from left to right, 
Cigars), Marvin R. Shanken (the U) and Manny Diaz (the U). Top row: Jesse Marks front row: country singer Travis Tritt, groom Ryan Giasullo, father of the bride 
(the U), Ed Rabin, Carlos Fuente Jr. (Fuente Cigars) and Gregory Shepherd (the U). Bob LaRosa, bride Katie LaRosa and her brother Chris LaRosa. 
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Adam Berr, Chase Llewellyn, Amy Berr and Doug Berr about to light up some — Puffing on some Cuban Romeo y Julieta Short Churchills, Andrew Kahn, Robby 
Perdomo Lot 23 and Champagne 1oth Anniversary cigars at Chase and Amy's — Hock, proud father Don Barden and his son Jake Barden celebrate the three 
wedding in Virginia Beach at the Break Neck Military Base. young men’s graduation from the University of Georgia in style. 
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Some of the biggest names in the cigar industry attend the ProCigar Festival in Eric Moskowitz (center) of New York celebrates his engagement party with 
the Dominican Republic. See cigaraficionado.com for Festival coverage. good friends and fine cigars at Lexington Bar and Books in Manhattan. 
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Chris Cutlip, Adam Brun, Matt Brun, Fred Cubberly, Tom Eveler, Michael Meyer and Joe Bryers 
enjoy the warm weather with some cigars out on the deck in Dayton, Ohio. 


Kevin Melancon, Rick Melancon and assorted family keep themselves warm during the harsh 
Canadian winter with an assortment of fine smokes. 


Joshua Braun, his father and friends gather to celebrate the wedding of Joshua and Karalyn 
Church with some boutique cigars in Denver, Colorado. 























Sal Anselmo and Al Smith of Allentown, Keven Joslin poses with cigarmaker Rocky 
Pennsylvania, celebrate their 65th birthdays Patel on the Rocky Patel Yacht Cruise out of 
with some Cuban Punch cigars and golf. Marina del Rey in California. 
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A LEGEND 
AMONG LANDMARKS 


XS &- later ce Mie) meltss-|a-hilelelar-leles mie) 
over 20 years, Shelly's Back Room is a 
comfortable, yet still elegant, retreat in 
which to enjoy fine cigars and choose 

from a distinguished assortment of a 

single malt and blended whiskies. 

Lunch, dinner and late-night menus Mike DelBene and friends light up handmade cigars to pair with fine Tequila for the 2oth 
anniversary of their annual Tequila Night in Girard, Ohio. Cheers to another 20 years! 

offer the perfect complement to your 


cigar smoking pleasure. 


A new, state-of-the-art continuous 
fresh air system will make your visit 
to Washington's best 


cigar tavern even better! | 


Shelly's Back Room ~ t 
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| | Mark Jenkins from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Friends John Deushane and Bob Barker end 
1331 F. Street NW + Washington, D.C. hangs out with cigarmaker Jonathan Drew at __ the day with couple of cigars after golfing at 
| Drew Estate’s Kentucky Barn Smoker. the Old Course in St Andrews, Scotland. 
202.737.3003 * SHELLYSBACKROOM.COM / 
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Aleksandar Stipcic pays a friendly visit to famed tobacco grower Hirochi 
Robaina at the Robaina farm in Pinar del Rio, Cuba. 


After 45 years of friendship, Paul Campbell and Gary Hancock still find 
time for golf and cigars at the Garden Valley Resort in Lindale, Texas. 


Jason Rosell and Jennifer Schmidt seal their wedding vows with a pair of 
My Father Flor de las Antillas cigars in Carmel Valley, California. 











NEVER DELAY 


KISSING A. 
PRETTY, Gig 
OR OPENING A 
BOTTLE OF 
Mielij) om 


~ ERNEST HEMINGWAY 





Pick your pour and we'll do the rest. With nearly 
two decades of experience, Selective Search is 
fo) ada -\pel-ialer- Mom (=1-10]] ae maal-)eialaar-|-d[ale malgaamm@s-)[ale ne) 0) « 
proven Meet Your Future® process, we help discerning 
men & women find their ideal match. Contact us today | 
for a complimentary consultation. 
Isn't it time you poured two? 


3,902 100% 87% 


HAPPY COUPLES CONFIDENTIAL & OFFLINE Ol 


Sea. © Pree 


EXECUTIVE SEARCH MEETS PERSONAL MATCHMAKING 


866.592.1200 selectivesearch.com  info@selectivesearch.com 
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Jud Lind, Ken Peterson and Bill LeRoy from The Founders Group in Myrtle Beach, Lt. Col. Bill North, USAF, retired, and Brice Sikes light up Rocky Patel and 
South Carolina, kick back for drinks and smokes at Nick’s Cigar and Wine Bar. Ashton cigars before the big game in Jacksonville, Florida. 
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There’s no better way to celebrate family than with a good smoke. Steve Bogue (center), flanked by his daughter Rachel and future son-in-law Nate Sax, gathers 
with other family members to enjoy some fine Cohiba and Montecristo cigars at the Galen Hall Golf Club in Wernersville, Pennsylvania. 
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EVERY LEGACY HAS A BEGINNING 


TAMBOR AEP. DOOMIN 


/ 


WWW.PDRGCIGARS.COM - 








After a year’s deployment in the Middle East, Lieutenant Colonel Jenni Bouland (right) comes 
home to Tampa, Florida, and joins best friends Jill Platt and Memi Whitehead for a smoke. 
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The Yandek cousins pair cigars and cocktails at Davidoff of Geneva in Tampa, Florida. From 
left: Ryan Williams, John Yandek, Nick Paddy, Randy Yandek, Phillip Yandek and Chase Yandek. 
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Two couples—Rick and Tammy Matter and Tim and Jean Essinger—celebrate 25 years of marriage 
with Tim and Debbie Tischendorf at Durty Nelly’s on the Riverwalk in San Antonio, Texas. 


Fimbark On 
Tne Hero’s 
Journey. 
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The Journey’s Reward 
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venturacigar.com  #archetypecigars 


“\ WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals including 
tobacco smoke, which is known to the State of California to cause 

cancer and birth defects or other reproductive harm. For more information 
go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov. Smoking cigars causes lung cancer, 
heart disease, and emphysema, and may complicate pregnancy. 


WARNING: Cigars are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. 
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Sopranos Trivia Answer Key 
Continued from page 49 


1. Silvio Dante and Paulie “Walnuts” Gualtieri 

Christopher is killed by Tony. Adriana, who had a very minor role in the pilot, ended up engaged to 
Christopher, but was found out to be an FBI informant, and ts killed by Silvio. Silvio survives, but 
barely—he gets shot in an attempted assassination in the penultimate episode and ends up ina 
coma. Out of this group, only Paulie ends up unscathed, and Is promoted to the head of the 

Aprile crew by Tony in the final episode. 


2. Joe Gannascoli 

In episode 8 of Season 1, Joe Gannascoli plays an innocent bystander named Gino who enters the 
bakery where Christopher (Michael Imperioli) shoots a clerk in the foot. In Season 2, Gannascoll 
returns as a new, more important character, Vito Spatafore, who is one of Tony Soprano’s henchmen. 
That character met a most undignified end in Season 6. 


3. DiMeo 

Dominic DiMeo’s run as the head of the crime family bearing his name ended when he was sent to 
orison. Jackie Aprile took over until his death from cancer. Corrado “Uncle Junior” Soprano is named 
boss, although his nephew Tony truly runs the show and reaps most of the profits. Tony eventually 
becomes boss in name as well, and the family is later referred to as the Soprano Crime Family. 


4.92 

According to the website SopranosFandom, 92 characters met their doom during the six-season series, 
an average of 15.3 kills per season. They were shot, strangled, beaten, suffocated and stabbed. The 
website attributes 19 kills (direct and indirect) to Tony Soprano alone, more than any other character. 


5. Silvio Dante 

The man who becomes consigliere in the Soprano organization doles out solid advice to his boss, 

but he also has a funny side. He entertains the troops with regular, overacted lines from The Godfather 
series of films. “Just when | thought | was out,” he says, his bottom lip reaching out nearly to 

his nose, “they pull me back In.” 


6. Tony Sirico 

The actor who played Paulie “Walnuts” Gualtiere soent some time on the wrong side of the law 
before he turned to acting. “Il was a pretty tough kid,” Sirico told CicgAR AFICIONADO In 2001. 
According to the Los Angeles Times, he was arrested 28 times, and even shot. 


7. Carmela 
Despite Tony Soprano’s numerous infidelities, dishonesty and sometimes abusive language toward 
his wife, Carmela was the only one out of the four who didn’t try to kill him. 


8. Cazzata Malanga! 

The line from Uncle Junior is nearly as surprising as his attack on Tony in the opening episode of Season 

6. In a (very) loose and cleaned up translation from Italian, cazzata means “messed up.” Junior is 
descending into dementia, and mistakes his nephew for his old enemy, Genaro “Little Pussy” Malanga, 
who died many years ago. 


9. Centanni’s Meat Market 

The famous Soprano hangout was called Centanni’s in the pilot episode but changed to Satriale’s 
when the filming crew found a new location that made it easier to shoot the subsequent episodes. 
As is explained in Season 3, “Johnny Boy” Soprano took over the shop after owner Francis Satriale 
couldn’t pay his gambling debt. It later became a common meeting place for Tony Soprano’s crew. 


10. 27 

Some of them had bigger roles in Goodfellas while others had more of the spotlight in “The Sopranos,” 
but nearly 30 actors in Scorcese’s famous gangster film went on to be in the HBO series, including 
Tony Sirico, who played Tony Stacks in Goodfellas; Michael Imperioli, who portrayed the ill-fated 
Spider; and Lorraine Bracco, who had the major role of Karen Hill, wife of protagonist Henry Hill. 


11. “Comendatori,” Season 2 
When Tony and his crew go to Italy, David Chase has a nonspeaking role as a local sitting outside 
a cafe in Naples. 


12. “Don’t Stop Believin’ ” 

Released in 1981, this song was a major hit for the band Journey, and it surged back into popularity 
after making a memorable appearance at the conclusion of the final episode of “The Sopranos.” 
Only part of the song is played, however, as it ends abruptly in mid-chorus when the screen cuts to 
black, leaving the ultimate fate of one of the most popular fictional gangsters of all time unknown. 
Is Tony Soprano murdered in the diner? Or is it just another night in Jersey? 





Ed Curley and John Garey from Dover, Delaware, sit back and enjoy some With lit cigars and mojitos in hand, Robert Gibson of Asheville, North Carolina, and 
Cuban cigars at El Floridita, the Havana bar Ernest Hemingway made famous. Tim Carruth of Pasadena, California, meet up in Cuba for Robert’s 60th birthday. 





Rhode Island Attorney General Peter Kilmartin with colleagues Ed Cabral, Mark Best man Travis Spence with his brother Derek, who’s smoking a vintage 
McKitchen and John Gagnon smoke cigars during a relaxing round of golf. Cohiba Lancero on his wedding day in Nantucket, Massachusetts. 








Karl and Karissa Swinford of Katy, Texas, celebrate their 10th wedding Manuel and Alina Nino enjoy a smoke and an evening together at the Casa de 
anniversary in Florence, Italy, with a Cuban Romeo y Julieta No. 1. Montecristo cigar bar in Miami. 
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made for yous 





In a world of fast food and one-size-fits-all sensibilities, how often does something feel made especially for your The “Made for You” 


section celebrates those items that are created with such high quality of hand workmanship and degree of customization that they 


become individual to you. In each issue, our editors will endeavor to bring you special things from anywhere on the globe, choosing 


them solely on the basis of outstanding quality. Our goal is to give you guidance on the best of everything. 


FE CURATED TRAVEL: NIQUESA 

Your plane lands on an icy runway in Antarctica, and you get the highly 
coveted, commemorative South Pole stamp on your passport before going 
off to visit penguin colonies. What could be cooler than that? Well, the same 
travel provider, London's Niguesa, can custom-build many more vacations 
to your specifications, and offers a slew of other options. One will have you 
driving a Rolls-Royce through Scotland’s highlands, while stopping for trout 
fishing, golf and Dalmore Scotch. Or you can plan your own. Trips include 
24/7 support from a dedicated personal assistant. niquesatravel.com 


STAY AT HOME STEAKS—NEW YORK PRIME BEEF 

The first rule of cooking a great steak at home is simple: buy quality meat. 
Based out of the Bronx, New York, Prime Beef ships premium, aged steaks 
(at least 28 days) directly to your home so you don’t need to haggle with a 
butcher. New York Prime Beef specializes in A5 Kobe from Japan, American 
wagyu from the Pacific Northwest, cowboy tomahawks, porterhouses, T-bones 
and many other cuts. The company will even fulfill custom “aged to order” 
requests. newyorkprimebeef.com 


WHISKEY ON THE GO—WALNUT STUDIOLO 

A dram at home is good, but what do you do if you wish to bring that special 
spirit with you? In comes Walnut’s leather whiskey case ($145). Each case 
is made by hand in Portland, Oregon, using U.S.-sourced vegetable-tanned 
hides. For an extra $18, it can be monogrammed. The cedarwood ends and 
the tight-snapping top protects your precious cargo from breakage, while the 
leather carry strap makes it easier to transport your bottle to a party, picnic, 
beach or wherever you desire. walnutstudiolo.com 
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POUR ON THE JUICE—CHEF’N FRESHFORCE CITRUS PRESS 
A flood of great drinks—Whiskey Sours, Daiquiris, Gin Fizzes, Screwdrivers 
and Salty Dogs—tap citrus fruit for part of their super power. Problem is you 
end up spending the entire cocktail party trying to squeeze enough of the 
obligatory fresh juice to keep up with demand. The sturdy and simple Fresh- 
Force Tabletop Citrus Press ($79.95) uses lever action to quickly express juice 
in one movement without crushing the bitter pith. Disassembly is simple, 
making cleanup a snap. chefn.com 


NATURE’S SMARTWATCH—CASIO 

Outdoor enthusiasts looking to enhance their adventures can carry a slew of 
options on their wrists with Casio’s new GPS-enabled WSD-F30 smartwatch 
($550). Built on Google’s Wear OS platform, the F30 offers loads of useful 
apps for activities that include golf (distance details for more than 41,000 
courses), fishing (display and save fishing spots), hiking (trail routes) and 
many more. The watch’s ExtEND mode means it can work offline for up to 
three days on a single charge, useful when the call of the wild takes you far 
away from an electrical outlet. wsd.casio.com 


HIGH-GRADE BLADES—SASAKI 

“Mindful cooking” is the current rage. But how do you meditate while 
you're slicing onions? If you’re working with Sasaki cutlery, you could set 
your mind on the 60-day process steeped in Japanese tradition that creates 
each knife. Or the 67 layers of Damascus stainless steel and a Japanese 
AUS-10 super steel core heated to 1,000° C that make up the blade. Or its 
honing to a 15° angle on a sand wheel. But be mindful not to cut yourself. 
Available in chef, santoku and paring sizes. sasakiknives.com 
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